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Sara Straus arrived in the US September 13, 1854 with her 
four children: Isidor, Hermine, Nathan and Oscar. Isidor was 

nine, Hermine was eight, Nathan 
was six and Oscar was four. 
Lazarus met them at the dock in 
NY. The family spent three weeks 
in Philadelphia because there was 
a yellow fever epidemic in GA, 
Then, they traveled by ship, train 
and carriage to their new home in 
Talbotton. The children expressed 
delight upon finding a single story 
dwelling unlike any house they'd 
seen in Germany.

Magdalena Tuteur Straus arrived 
in New York in 1857 with her four 
youngest children and quickly 
established residence in Talbotton. 

Magdalena's husband Moses Straus died 
in Germany before she emigrated. Her 
four oldest children decided to remain 
in Otterberg, Germany. In 1860, her 
daughter Fanny Straus married Jacob 
Kaufman and her daughter Matilda 
Straus married Julius Kaufman in 1870. 
The Kaufman brothers continued to work 
with Lazarus Straus in the dry goods 
business which eventually had four 
locations. Descendants of Magdalena's 
son Abraham Straus still live in 

Columbus, GA. 

Lazarus and 
Sara's three boys 
attended school 
at Collinsworth 
Institute. Hermine 
attended LeVert 
College for Young 
Women which, 
at the time, was 
the only available 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
opportunity for 
girls. It was 
dedicated to the 
education and refinement of young ladies. Its curriculum 
and teacher qualifications followed that of Wesleyan College 
in Macon. There was instruction in Latin, French, natural 
sciences, moral sciences and others. 

During the Civil War, a Grand Jury Presentment accused the 
Jews of usury. Lazarus, who thought he was a valued member 
of the community, was so hurt by the presentment that, in 

Announcing a SHS Heritage Tour of Talbotton and Columbus, GA
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Straus-LeVert Memorial Hall

Fall 2027
2027 will mark the 100th anniversary of the dedication of 
Straus-LeVert Memorial Hall in Talbotton, GA. To mark this 
occasion, SHS is planning a tour of 
Talbotton and Columbus, GA, the 
places where the Lazarus Straus 
and Moises Lazarus families 
settled when they first arrived in 
the United States.

Michael H. Buckner of Junction 
City, GA, a Renaissance man with 
an encyclopedic knowledge of 
all things Straus, has invited the 
family and friends to join the local 
community as they celebrate this 
historic anniversary.

Lazarus Straus arrived in 
Philadelphia, PA in 1952 from 
Otterberg, Germany. He was advised 
that there would be greater opportunities 
for him in the rural south. He traveled 
to Oglethorpe, GA where the Kaufman 
brothers had established a dry good 
business. They set Lazarus up with a 
pushcart and a peddler's route. At that 
time, there were few towns and even fewer 
stores. Goods were sold by a peddler from 
a pushcart who traveled throughout the 
area taking orders, traveling north to fill 
those orders, bringing the merchandise 
and the local gossip to the plantation families, thereby 
providing a very welcome and necessary service.

In 1854, Lazarus 
happened to be in 
Talbotton, the county 
seat, on court day. 
Once a month the court 
met to decide cases. 
Local farmers came 
to town to sell their 
wares. People from all 
over the county bought 
or sold goods during 
that week. Lazarus 
later stated that it 
was the first civilized 
place he'd seen since 
arriving in the south. 
He decided it was time 
to bring his family to 
GA. He rented half an 

interest in Captain Curley's tailor shop, setting up a dry goods 
store. And he sent for his family.

Straus-LeVert Memorial Hall
Talbotton, GA

Historic Marker for the
Straus' Original Homesite

Talbotton, GA

The first home of the 
Lazarus Straus family 

in Talbotton, GA
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of Talbotton and Columbus GA in the fall of 2027. We will 
visit the local historical sites, with Mike Buckner narrating 
along the way. 

When the family 
visited GA in 2000 
and in 2001, Mike 
arranged for the 
group to visit the 
homes of several 
local families 
whose ancestors 
lived in the area 
when the Strauses 
were there. We 
visited several 
sites in Columbus 
including Springer 
Opera House, 
where Oscar Straus spoke in 1908, Temple Israel where the 
family worshiped, the National Civil War Naval Museum and 
also the Julius and Matilda Straus Kaufman home which has 
been lovingly restored and moved to a site in the Columbus 
historic district. And there was much more. 

A return to GA 
for a family 
heritage tour is 
long overdue. 
Throughout the 
next months, 
SHS will be 
working with 
Dickie Straus 
of Columbus, 
and with Mike 
Buckner, to 

develop an exciting and informative itinerary. We hope you 
will join us in GA in the fall of 2027. We will keep you 
informed as we develop plans for this exciting trip. 

1863, he moved his 
family 38 miles west 
to Columbus. After 
the end of the war 
and the burning of 
Columbus on April 
16, 1865, Lazarus 
thought the south 
would take a long 
time to recover, and 
he wasn't a young 

man. He moved his family to New York where they established 
a china and crockery business, L. Straus & Sons, and later 
bought R. H. Macy's & Company and became partners at 
Abraham & Straus, a Brooklyn department store.  But they 
never forgot their GA roots.

After the Civil War, 
in 1877, LeVert 
College merged with 
Collinsworth Institute 
and became a pioneer 
in co-education. By 
1880 there were 109 
students being taught 
by four full-time 
professors. Tuition 
was $40. LeVert's 
success, like that of 
Talbotton, was tied to 

the cotton industry. With the collapse of the cotton economy, 
Talbotton was in decline and LeVert was forced to close in 
1907. The building was taken over by the county. Public 
school was held there until 1926. Over the years, the building 
had fallen into decay until the Straus family donated money in 
1927 for its reconstruction and upkeep.

In appreciation, the community of Talbotton renamed the 
building Straus-LeVert Memorial Hall. To commemorate the 
100th anniversary of this event, SHS will be sponsoring a tour 

Collinsworth Institute
Talbotton, GA

Julius & Matilda Straus Kaufman's 
beautifully restored home 

Columbus, GA

The antebellum home 
of Mike and Debbie Buckner

Recent Social Media Posts
Lazarus Straus Death
On January 14th, we remembered Lazarus Straus, patriarch of 
the Straus family, who passed away on this day in 1898.

After the failed German Revolution of 1848, Lazarus came to 
the United States seeking 
a fresh start. Beginning 
as a pushcart peddler in 
Georgia, he built a life 
rooted in perseverance 
and integrity. He sent 
for his wife Sara and 
their children—Isidor, 
Hermina, Nathan, and 
Oscar—and raised 
them to be honest, 
hardworking, and 

devoted citizens. He later founded L. Straus & Sons. His 
sons Isidor and Nathan Straus would go on to partner in, and 
ultimately lead, R.H. Macy & Co.

In a letter to his brother Isidor following their father’s death, 
Oscar Straus described Lazarus’s final days with tenderness 
and grace: “Father’s death was painless and without 
struggle… Father was conscious to the end.” He also recalled 
that Lazarus died “holding Hermine's hand,” comforted by 
family and care. The impact of Lazarus Straus’s life was 
evident in the response to his passing. As Oscar wrote, “The 
attendance at his funeral filled the Temple to overflowing and 
was a grateful tribute to his memory.”

Today, we honor the legacy of Lazarus Straus—an immigrant, 
a father, and a founder—whose values shaped generations and 
left a lasting mark on American history. continued on page 12
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Upcoming Presentation
The Legacy of Harry H. Straus

Brevard, NC  - May 2, 2026
SHS is pleased to announce that Joan Adler and Catherine 
Smith, executive director and assistant director of SHS, will 
be traveling to Brevard, NC in early May to speak about Harry 
H. Straus and his company, Ecusta. They will remain in the 
area for a few days so that they may visit the many sites that 
remain special to family members and local citizens alike.

The August 2024 and February 2025 issues of the SHS 
newsletter contained articles about Harry H. Straus, his family 
and his company, Ecusta. He was a visionary: a man who was 
in the right place at the right time, and who capitalized on his 
brilliance and humanity to create a lasting legacy in Brevard. 

If you have not already done so, you can read the August 2024 
and February 2025 articles by visiting the Newsletter page in 
the Archives of the Straus Historical Society website.

Go to the SHS website: www.straushistoricalsociety.org, 
click on the Archives drop down menu and then click on 
Newsletters. Scroll down to the newsletter you wish to read 
and click to access it.

As part of our research in preparation for the two articles, 
we conducted Zoom conversations with several of Harry H. 
Straus' relatives. Their continued enthusiasm for the area, for 

the lives they've lived there and their sense of community was 
quite appealing. 

We have long known about Harry H. Straus' accomplishments. 
These interviews provided us with a new perspective, one 
in which Harry H. Straus' compassion, his true care for his 
fellow man, and for the community in which he chose to make 
his livelihood, became an overriding aspect of the man. The 
great affection his relatives have for him, and for their lives in 
Brevard and the nearby communities, increased our desire to 
see these places, to meet these people and to hear more stories. 

When Lisa Fort contacted Joan to explore how we might 
collaborate on a project, Joan immediately suggested she and 
Catherine come to Brevard to give a presentation, And Lisa 
enthusiastically agreed.

We look forward to meeting family and community members 
who will join us at this very special event. We also look forward 
to visiting the lake, the park, and the many other places that 
Harry H. Straus created, funded or where he was honored. 

Join us May 2, 2026 at the Transylvania Co. 
Library: Rogow Room at 2 pm for the very special 
presentation.
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Nathan Straus From Macy's Magnate to International Humanitarian
By Andrew Fisher

Nathan Straus (1848-1931) encompassed worlds. A dynamo 
animated at once by Jewish values and no-nonsense 
pragmatism he achieved in several realms. He rose from 
his German-Jewish-immigrant family’s ruin in Civil-War 
Georgia to become co-owner of Macy’s and Abraham & 
Straus. He helped build American Zionism and co-founded 
the American Jewish Congress movement. His public service 
led to a nomination for New York City mayor.

The first complete biography, Nathan Straus: From Macy's 
Magnate to International Humanitarian tells the story 
of Straus' rise, his robust philanthropic initiatives in the 
Progressive Era, and his later years in the Zionist movement. 
Beginning in New York City, his campaign for pasteurized 
infant milk expanded across and beyond America. He founded 
America’s first TB preventorium for at-risk children: a model 
for the forty-five more that followed. He brought American 
public-health innovations to 
Mandate Palestine. And, he 
provided massive relief for 
jobless New Yorkers in the 
1890s depression. In all, his 
humanitarianism won the 
acclaim of many American 
presidents and world leaders 
and something more: the 
gratitude of millions.

Andrew Fisher, an 
independent scholar, is the 
retired founding executive 
director of the Lavelle Fund 
for the Blind. He has thirty-
five years of experience in 
New York City philanthropic 
organizations and is a winner 
of Helen Keller International’s 
Humanitarian Award. He 
has spent the past five years 
researching and writing Nathan Straus: From Macy's Magnate 
to International Humanitarian. Andy Fisher is based in New 
Jersey.

What Experts are Saying:

"At last, a full-length biography of one of the greatest Jewish 
philanthropists that history forgot. Nathan Straus’ contribution 
to public health—especially by championing pasteurized milk 
for children—saved countless lives in the U.S. and Palestine 
and demonstrated how strategic philanthropy can improve the 
world. Brimming with lessons for our time."
~ Jonathan D. Sarna, author of American Judaism: A History

“A compelling and highly engaging story of a largely 
forgotten philanthropist and entrepreneur whose efforts helped 
shape the twentieth century, this book fills gaps in diverse 
historical subfields such as medicine, economics, childhood, 

and religion. This inspiring story is a must-read for anyone 
interested in philanthropic innovation.”
~ Cynthia Connolly, professor emerita, University of 
Pennsylvania School of Nursing

"Finally, Nathan Straus receives his due. His life would have 
merited a biography, like this excellent one by Andrew Fisher, 
even if not for his transformative involvement in growing the 
nation's public health system, but this book offers a fine way 
to see that as well as the fuller breadth of his public service."
~ Hasia R. Diner, professor emerita, New York University

"Finally, we have a comprehensive biography of Nathan Straus 
that does the great man justice. Fisher has crafted a scholarly, 
deeply referenced, and eminently readable book that tells the 
story of the legendary Straus family. Highly recommended to 
readers of Jewish history, philanthropy, commerce, politics, 

and public health."
~ Jeff Levin, author of Religion 
and Medicine: A History of the 
Encounter Between Humanity's 
Two Greatest Institutions

“Nathan Straus, philanthropist, 
public health advocate, 
department store magnate, 
and a founding father of 
Mandate Palestine’s public 
health system, has finally been 
memorialized in a full-length 
biography. Andrew Fisher has 
done a superb job of deftly 
piecing together the fabulous 
adventures of a remarkable 
man.”
~ Howard Markel, MD, PhD, 
author of The Secret of Life: 
Rosalind Franklin, James 
Watson, Francis Crick and the 

Discovery of DNA’s Double Helix

“Among his many accomplishments, Straus’s adoption 
and promotion of pasteurization of milk, and philanthropic 
support providing clean, “pasteurized” milk for children of 
poor families, stands as a major public health triumph.”
~ Alfred Sommer, MD, MHS, professor and dean emeritus, 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Andy Fisher's book, Nathan Straus: From Macy's Magnate to 
International Humanitarian is available for pre-release sales. 
The actual release date is in April 2026. SHS will send out a 
flyer announcing its release. 

Andy will donate the royalties from the book's first printing 
([1,500 copies printed] TIMES [3 percent of sales price]) to 
SHS. His book will be available through SHS and also from 
Rutgers University Press and on Amazon. 
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work a day in your life! He felt lucky to have been given the 
opportunities he so enjoyed and to have had the wise advice 
and support of his family. It is clear that Paul was meant to be 
in the field of social work. And while luck may have led him 
there, it was his hard work, dedication, and passion that kept 
him contributing to the field for more than 50 years.

He always quietly wondered if his good fortune can be 
attributed, in part, to his being a descendant of Isidor and Ida 
Straus. He felt blessed that he was the great-grandson of Isidor 
and Ida. There is no one, past or present, that he would rather 
have alive to spend time with than his great-grandparents. 
And he valued them both equally. “I feel so fortunate, that I 
don’t know when to stop saying thank you.”

Paul enthusiastically participated in every Titanic event 
where SHS’s presence was requested. He would gladly give 

presentations at schools, museum, 
conferences or conventions, to speak 
about his family heritage and the values 
instilled in him. One of Paul’s prized 
possessions was a locket (a watch fob) 
found on Isidor’s body when it was 
recovered. He allowed SHS to display 
this item at events and even loaned it to 
the Titanic Museum Attraction in Pigeon 
Forge, TN for a year-long exhibition.

Paul is descended from many strong 
women, a fact he appreciated fully. He 
had fond memories of his grandmother, 
Sara, Isidor and Ida’s eldest daughter, 
whose home he visited every Sunday for 
dinner. Paul talked with his grandmother 
about his great grandparents and she 
happily shared a great deal about them 
over the years. 

Paul’s charitable interest was with the Hamilton Madison 
Settlement House, one of the largest settlement houses in 
NYC. He served as the Vice President of the Board of Trustees 
as well as on many committees. The settlement house was 
very dear to his heart. He was on the Board of Trustees for 
55 years.

Paul joined the Straus Historical Society Board in 1996, 
serving two terms as Chair and as a member of the Finance 
Committee. His insight, compassion, and commitment to the 
preservation of his family’s history were invaluable to SHS 
and to all who had the privilege of working alongside him. 

A devoted husband, father, and grandfather, Paul loved 
to bake, loved chocolate, and had a lifelong affection for 
beagles. Family was always at the center of his world. He is 
survived by his beloved wife, Margaret; his children, David 
(Erin Kelly) and Katherine (Peter Kluefer); and his cherished 
grandchildren, Jenna and Jacob.

Paul A. Kurzman
1938 - 2025

Paul A. Kurzman, Professor of Social Work and long-time 
member of the Straus Historical Society Board of Directors, 
passed away on Friday, October 17, 2025. A distinguished 
educator, author, and leader in the field of social work, Paul’s 
warmth, intellect, and steadfast commitment to others touched 
countless lives. He was 86.

Paul was born November 25, 1938 to Eleanor Hess and 
Harold P. Kurzman. A great-grandson of Isidor and Ida 
Straus, Paul dedicated his life to education, service, and 
the advancement of his profession. Widely recognized for 
pioneering what is now known as The World of Work, he 
co-developed groundbreaking programs that extended social 
services to members of labor unions, corporations, and 
medical institutions.

Paul was a prolific author and longtime editor of the Journal 
of Teaching in Social Work. He served 
on the Board of Directors of the 
National Association of Social Workers, 
becoming president of its New York 
City chapter, and also served on the New 
York State Board for Social Work and 
the Board of Hamilton-Madison House.

He graduated Magna Cum Laude from 
Princeton University, served with 
distinction as a Captain in the United 
States Army, earned his Master of Social 
Work from Columbia University—
where he met his wife, Margaret—and 
later received his Ph.D. from New York 
University.

Paul had several focuses throughout 
his long career. One of those was 
in occupational social work, which 
basically involves social workers advocating for and on behalf 
of labor and industry: setting up employee assistance programs; 
and adapting the workplace to make accommodations for an 
ever-changing and diverse work force. 

Paul examined social work as a profession, recognition of the 
profession and establishing universal practice requirements. 
He wrote a great deal about licensure, and regulations that 
have resulted in recognition for the profession. His writings 
have helped social work achieve full-fledged licensure in all 
50 states and territories. 

Paul taught graduate courses on administration for 35 years 
within the doctoral programs of Hunter/CUNY. He had also 
done considerable collaborative investigative research and 
writing on administration. 

Paul retired from academia in December of 2022 at the age of 
84. He never imagined that he would work for so long, but he 
felt very strongly that, if you love what you do, you will never 
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Al Berr
1928 - 2025

It is with deep sadness that the Straus Historical Society 
announces the passing of Al Berr, a member of its board 
of directors and treasurer of Friends of Straus Park. His 
contributions to SHS, to FoSP—and to the broader cultural 
and academic communities—leaves an enduring legacy.

Al Berr, who rose from temporary employee to deputy 
executive director of the New York State Council on the 
Arts and for decades helped guide the fi nancial lifeline that 
sustained dozens of nonprofi t dance, theater, and opera 
companies, passed away on October 7, 2025, at Mount Sinai 
Hospital in Manhattan. He was 97.

For much of his tenure at the Council, Al served as a trusted 
right-hand to Kitty Carlisle Hart, the celebrated singer, actress, 
and television personality who chaired the Council from 
1976 to 1996. He also served two years as 
acting executive director, overseeing the 
distribution of crucial state funding to the 
performing arts across New York.

Born on April 30, 1928, in Passaic, New 
Jersey, to Jack and Rose Berr, Al graduated 
from Pace College with a major in the arts 
and a minor in accounting. Shortly after 
graduation, he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army, serving two years at the Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in Maryland.

Before joining the Arts Council, Al worked 
as general manager for a touring theatrical 
company and for the City Center Joff rey 
Ballet. He founded a small opera company, 
Opera Today, dedicated to merging art 
and technology in the presentation of new 
works.

A lifelong champion of the arts, Al served 
on the boards of Friends of Straus Park, the Straus Historical 
Society, and the Filomen M. D’Agostino Greenberg Music 
School for the Visually Impaired.

Al joined the SHS Board in 2004. He served on both the 
Scholarship and Finance Committees. Though not a member 
of the Straus family, he was deeply honored to help preserve 
and promote their history. His wisdom, humor, and generosity 
of spirit enriched our community immeasurably.

A Celebration of the Life of Al Berr was held on December 
5, 2025 in the Straus Room at Ellington's Restaurant which 
is located on the site of Isidor and Ida Straus' former home. 
The event was hosted by Al's niece Carol Saks and her brother 
Larry. About 50 people attended. A representative from each 
of Al's professional and personal life spoke warmly about 
the manner in which Al touched so many people. There were 
videos sent by people who were unable to attend but who 

wanted to remember Al and to share a story. There was even a 
video or two of Al speaking about an event in his life. 

Joan Adler and Richard Gerstman represented SHS. Each spoke 
of their relationship with Al over the many years he served on 
the board of SHS. Richard spoke about the work he and Al did 
to create the SHS Scholarships, one of which will be named to 
honor Al. Richard introduced Marc Holzer, the founding dean 
of the School of Public Aff airs and Administration at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. After his retirement, Marc moved 
to MA where he continues to write and contribute to his fi eld. 
Marc and his wife were close friends of Al's. When SHS 
started our scholarship program, Marc agreed to form a panel 
of outside judges who would evaluate the applications from 
the scholars and decide who would receive the annual SHS 
Scholarships. The program started with one scholarship and 

has grown to fi ve awarded each year. Al was 
very involved in all aspects of this program 
and very proud of it. We are honored to 
name one of the SHS scholarships the Al 
Berr Memorial Scholarship.

A video of Joan, Richard and Marc speaking 
at the Celebration of the Life of Al Berr may 
be found on the Board of Directors page of 
the Straus Historical Society website. 

We mourn his loss and honor his memory. 

Friends of Straus Park is pleased to announce 
their spring event at the Park is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 11, 2026 with a rain date of 
April 12th. This event is held on the weekend 
closest to the sinking of Titanic and honors 
those whose lives were lost as well as those 
who survived. Ian Robertson, an historian 
who specializes in information about large 
ships, will deliver a dramatic presentation 

about Titanic. He will supplement his talk with interesting 
posters and photographs. Many other items of interest will be 
on display including a photo album that contains photographs 
of Isidor and Ida Straus, their home and images from their life. 
Community leaders and local politicians will speak.

The weather has been uncooperative the past few years. It 
has been necessary to cancel the entire event more than once, 
even with a rain date scheduled. Check the website: fospark.
com or email for information at fospark@gmail.com if you 
are concerned about the weather.

Additional events are scheduled in the Park throughout the 
summer including a Beatles sing-a-long, a Latin music 
concert and a show tunes concert. Beautiful fl ower planting 
will occur in the spring and multiple improvement projects 
will be undertaken by our volunteer team. We hope you will 
visit our Park and become involved with FoSP.
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Available from the 
Straus Historical Society, Inc.

www.straushistoricalsociety.org/books

Strauses and the Arts, a collection of articles 
about family members who are artists, 
patrons of the arts, musicians, dancers, or 
involved in the arts in some other manner. 
Personal interviews with the artists reveal 
details about their creative process and their 
philosophy of the arts. Images of the artists' 
work are included at the end of each article. 
Available from the SHS website as an eBook 
($4.99) or paperback ($25). 

The Autobiography of Isidor Straus
privately published by Sara Straus Hess 
in 1955, greatly expanded and updated by 
SHS in 2011, including the addition of many 
photographs and articles. Hard cover with 
dust jacket - $30.00 + $5.00 S&H

Disease in Milk: The Remedy Pasteurization 
by Lina Gutherz Straus, a loving tribute to 
the life’s work of Nathan Straus, greatly 
expanded in 2016 including the addition of 
many photographs and articles. Hard cover 
- $40.00 + $5.00 S&H

Under Four Administrations: From 
Cleveland to Taft, the autobiography of 
Oscar S. Straus. This recently re-published 
autobiography includes a new supplement 
with articles about Oscar S. Straus from past 
issues of the Society’s newsletters and new 
photographs. Hard cover with dust jacket - 
$40.00 + $5.00 S&H

For the Sake of the Children: The Letters 
Between Otto Frank and Nathan Straus 
Jr. by Joan Adler published in 2013. When 
Otto Frank realized he had to get his family 
out of Europe in April, 1941, he wrote to 
his Heidelberg University roommate and 
lifelong friend Nathan Straus Jr. for help. 
This book describes their struggle to fi nd a 
way to save the Frank family. Hard cover 
with dust jacket - $30.00 + $5.00 S&H

Additional items are available for sale on the SHS website. 
www.straushistoricalsociety.org/publications. Contact Joan 
Adler by phone: 631-724-4487  or e.mail: info@straushistory.
org if you have questions about ordering.

Social Media Call to Action
What would you like to see posted on our social media 
platforms? Do you want to see more about: family members, 
our collections, events, family history?  Let us know what 
would be most meaningful and interesting to you as we continue 
to develop these new opportunities for communication. 

Don't forget to Like, Follow and Subscribe!

Christmas 1908
Ralph Isidor Straus, then 
about 5 years old, wrote 
to his “big grandma and 
grandpa (Isidor and Ida)”:

"I must write and tell you 
of the happy Xmas Junior 
(Percy Jr.) and I had. Santa 
Claus has been very good 
to us. He brought lots of 
beautiful toys. Mother said 
Santa made an awful noise coming down the chimney. His 
bag must have been very heavy. I tried to keep awake so as to 
catch him but fell asleep. On Xmas day we went to Brooklyn 
and had dinner with little Grandma (Rose Abraham). For 
dessert I had an ice cream Santa Claus and I ate every speck 
of him. Junior and I wish you both a happy happy New Year. 
With lots of love and kisses. Your loving grandson Ralph"

Scrabble Connection
In 1952 Jack Straus, then 
chairman of Macy's, 
introduced a family board 
game at his store. He'd 
played this game while 
on vacation on Long 
Island and thought it had 
potential.

Th e game was invented 
in 1931 by Alfred Mosher 
Butts, an architect from 

New York. It's fi rst version was called Lexiko. In 1938 the 
name of the game was changed to Criss-Cross-Words and 
refi nements made between 1931 and 1938 were codifi ed. Butts 
made all of the sets he sold in his own home. Slowly the game 
became more popular but he was not adept at marketing it and 
he became tired of its unprofi tability.

James Brunot, who was the executive director of the War 
Relief Control Board under President Roosevelt approached 
Butts with a business plan. He would arrange to manufacture 
the game, market it and pay Butts a royalty. Brunot changed 
the game board and the rules slightly and changed the name to 
Scrabble. But it wasn't until Jack Straus introduced it at Macy's 
that sales took off . Th ey couldn't keep up with the demand!

Recent Social Media Posts
continued


