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the gangs, the violence, and the hopelessness that had once
defined my world.

When I was released, I carried that belief with me. I enrolled
at California State University, Fullerton, and earned my

into the policies of this system. If | genuinely want to honor
my journey and the suffering of those still inside, I must work
to change those policies. At the grassroots level, I can help
dozens of people. At the policy level, I can help millions.

bachelor’s degree in Sociology. It wasn’t
easy, but I stayed the course. After that, I
decided to apply to graduate school and
was accepted into the Master of Public
Administration program at the University of
Southern California. People were surprised
by my choice, but for me, it felt natural.
Since coming home, I have been working
in the nonprofit space with currently and
formerly incarcerated individuals. This work
is not just a job to me; it is my calling. I sit
with people in their pain, confusion, anger,
and fear, and I remind them that their lives
still matter. I understand them because I am
them.

One of the areas I am most passionate about
is advocating for incarcerated and formerly
incarcerated women. These women are often
forgotten, even though their experiences are
shaped by trauma, separation from children,
and a lack of gender-responsive resources.
I want to push for stronger, gender-specific
reentry planning, more rehabilitative and
educational programs in prison, and trauma-
informed support on the outside.

I'will use my Master of Public Administration
from USC to turn my lived experience into
meaningful action. I am no longer just a
survivor of the system; I am determined to

Working on the front lines has been deeply

meaningful. I have helped dozens of people rebuild their lives
one step at a time. But over the years, I’ve realized that real
change also has to happen at the top. The barriers my people
face, housing restrictions, employment discrimination, lack of
access to education, and inadequate reentry support, are built

be a voice for change within it. My story
is painful, but it is also powerful. Through public service, I
will make sure that it means something, not just for me, but
for every person who still believes their life is over when, in
reality, it is just beginning.
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SHS Scholarship Alumni
Where Are They Now?

Rachel J. Yeboah Boayke, a 2022
SHS Scholarship winner has just
completed her second year of a
PhD program at York University in
Toronto, ON, Canada. She posted
on LinkedIn after her first year: "I
| am honored and blessed to share
that I have been awarded the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research
* Council of Canada (SSHRC) Canada
Graduate Research — Doctoral (CCRS-D). This prestigious
award is one of Canada’s top doctoral awards that recognizes
both past work and potential for future research. As a first-
year PhD student and an African scholar, I do not take this
award lightly. My research explores the intersection of climate
change, governance, and West Africa. It requires engaging
with communities, policymakers, and global institutions to
ensure that knowledge is not only produced but also translated
into action. This is not just about academic contribution; it
is about shaping conversations around Africa, equity, and
sustainable futures in contexts that are often marginalized in
global discourse."

Elizabeth Hutcheson, a 2019 SHS Scholarship winner, is
a Refugee Officer in Washington, D.C. She wrote, " [ am a
dedicated public servant with a wide range of experience

Page 8

STRAUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

applying federal law, teaching, and
conducting research in cross-cultural
settings both in the United States
and abroad. [ use the analytical
and communications expertise [’ve
developed to assess threats to national
security and public safety on a daily
basis, all while representing my
country as a nation of promise."

Kristy Kwon, a 2020 SHS Scholarship winner, is a Data
Scientist at Boox Allen Hamilton in Washington, D.C. In
2020-2012 she was chosen by the Presidential Management
Fellow Program as 1 in 541 finalists among 6,280 applicants
for the prestigious government fellowship based on rigorous
assessment of leadership, service, and math/writing/logical
reasoning skills. She monitored 10K+ US-based fintech firms
offering Buy Now, Pay Later credit,
earned wage access, and payday loans
through rulemaking, client meetings,
and quarterly financial analysis
of lenders and credit performance
and compared underwriting/
credit-reporting/cash flow models
and detected trends in consumer
repayment behavior.
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Harry H. Straus and the Ecusta Company
May 2, 2026

In May, Joan and Catherine traveled from New York to
Brevard, NC, to present a special community program
honoring the remarkable life and legacy of entrepreneur and
philanthropist Harry H. Straus.

This event explored Straus’ visionary leadership and the
profound impact he, and the Straus family, had on the
economic, cultural, and social development of Transylvania
County through the founding of Ecusta in 1939. More than
a business leader, Harry H. Straus believed
that a company should serve and strengthen [
it community. Under his leadership, [
Ecusta helped support the construction of a
community hospital, funded local education,
created Camp Straus for employee families,
and fostered recreation, music, sports, and | ]
civic life throughout the region. =

The program also featured heartfelt personal reflections from
community members whose families were deeply connected
to Ecusta, including memories of Camp Straus, Straus Lake,
Fourth of July celebrations, swimming lessons, softball games,
and the lasting opportunities the mill provided for generations
of local families. Through these stories, the event highlighted
how the Straus family’s values of public service, philanthropy,
and community investment continue to inspire people today.

The program concluded with a viewing of the short film

“Golden Reflections” created by Mac Morrow, a Brevard
Native, former Ecusta employee, former Brevard City
Councilman, and overall Brevard history enthusiast. The film
was all about Ecusta and Harry Straus. It contained interviews
with some of the first employees, and highlighted the first
50 years of Ecusta history. Produced in the late 1980s, this
film was a fascinating companion to Joan’s presentation, and
offered rare footage and photographs from an important era in
the company and town’s history.

After the program, family members were
invited to a private cocktail reception
in the Straus Auditorium at the Brevard
Music Center. Hosted by family member
Kate Loeb-Schwab, this reception gave us
the opportunity to connect with the family
members we had so long corresponded with,
but never met. The group then transitioned
to a lovely buffet dinner in downtown Brevard. It was a
wonderful end to an incredible day.

We are grateful to our hosts, Lisa Fort, Geoff Monteith, Katie
Loeb-Schwab and John Driscoll, for inviting us to Brevard,
organizing our activities and presentation, and for their
incredible hospitality. We would also like to thank Joan and
John Dickson who took us on an amazing tour of the Biltmore
estate and Asheville.

Straus Family and Friends Heritage Tour

of Talbotton and Columbus GA
Fall 2027

In the last issue of the SHS newsletter we announced plans
to sponsor a heritage tour of Talbotton and Columbus GA
to celebrate the 100" anniversary of the reconstruction of
Straus-LeVert Memorial Hall and the 200" anniversary
of the formation of Talbot County. We will be focusing on
the Lazarus Straus family and the Moises Lazarus family’s
presence in Talbotton and Columbus. As we move forward,
we are excited to share these plans with you.

SHS board member Michael H. Buckner is a ninth generation
resident of Talbot County. He has an encyclopedic knowledge
of the history of the area and its residents. Mike will join us
on a bus tour of the Talbotton area. His narration will enrich
our experience as he knows the people and places intimately
and will share that knowledge with our group. We will see the
actual plantation homes where Lazarus Straus brought goods,
and shared the local gossip, when he was on his peddler’s
route. We will see the site of his dry goods store in Talbotton.
We will visit the site of the Straus’ homes. Their last home in
Talbotton was struck by lightning in 2017 but the foundation
and outbuildings are still intact. We will be able to walk around
the property and learn the history of this house and grounds.
It is even possible to see some of the furniture that was once
owned by the Strauses when they lived in Talbotton. Mike

August 2026

STRAUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

and Debbie Buckner have invited the group to their lovely
antebellum home for dinner after what promises to be a very
full day.

Our time in Columbus will be equally as interesting with
visits to the historic district where a walking tour will give
the group insights into what it was like to live in Columbus
pre- and post-Civil War. While the Lazarus Straus house is no
longer standing, we can visit the home of Amanda and Frank
Rothschild. Amanda was Ida Straus’ sister. We will visit the
reconstructed home of Julius & Matilda Straus Kaufman; Port
Columbus Civil War Naval Museum where a reconstruction
of the blockade running ship, the Mary Bowers is exhibited;
Springer Opera House, where Oscar S. Straus delivered a 1908
speech; and still have time to walk along the Chattahoochee
River Walk, a peaceful and beautiful outdoor adventure.

This is a not to be missed family history experience. We
are excited to offer this trip to your past, to see the sights
and to gain insights into your heritage as well as having an
opportunity to meet new relatives and to make new friends.
We look forward to sharing with you what promises to be an
amazing trip.
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Edward Schafer/Henry Ford's Violin

I have been corresponding with Dr Nicholas Sackman, a retired
professor in the UK. Our exchanges have been fascinating.

He wrote: "I am a retired university academic (Department
of Music, University of Nottingham, United Kingdom) and,
for the past 15 years, I have been researching the identity and
history of string instruments made, principally, by Antonio
Stradivari in Cremona, Italy, around 1700.

1.Recently I became interested in the provenance of a violin
made by Stradivari in 1708 and known today as the ‘Straus’ (or
‘Strauss’). Documents show that the violin was bought from
Rudolph Wurlitzer (New York) around 1925 by

With violins, violas, and cellos the most distinctive part of the
instrument is almost always the back plate of the soundbox.
On the 1703 Henry Ford violin the back plate is made from
two pieces of maple (glued edge-to-edge) and the 'flames' rise
up steeply —in a 'V' pattern — from the centre joint towards the
edges of the instrument. On the 1703 de Rougemont violin the
back plate is made from one piece of maple and the flames
descend from left to right across the whole width.

Henry Ford’s 1703 violin has a known provenance which goes
back as far as Sir William Curtis (1752-1829), an English
merchant, banker, and politician. During the 19" century the

Herbert Nathan Straus (1881-1933). It seems that
this violin was exhibited in New York in 1943,
then passed into the hands of W E Hill in London,
and was bought by ‘Doris Strauss’ of Chicago in
1952. The violin was subsequently (1997) owned
by the Samsung Foundation of Culture. I cannot
establish whether ‘Strauss’ is a mis-spelling of
‘Straus’ and whether Miss Doris Strauss has any
connection with the Straus family. Crucially,
photographs of the Samsung Foundation violin
show an entirely different instrument to that
which was described by a French dealer in 1906.

2.There is another 1708 Stradivari violin
(soubriquet Silvestre) which, according to one

violin passed through various hands in England,
reaching W E Hill & Sons, expert violin dealers
in London, in 1915. At this point a French dealer,
Albert Caressa, unfortunately attached a piece
of incorrect information to this violin — namely,
that it was ‘ex violon de Rougement’ (which it
was not). By 1917 the William Curtis violin was
with Rudolph Wurlitzer at 120 West 42™ Street,
New York. Wurlitzer sold it to Edward Schafer
for $16,000 who passed it to Elias Breeskin to
support his budding career as a concert artist.

In 1924, for unknown reasons, Elias Breeskin
returned the 1703 violin to Edward Schafer, and
Schafer returned it to Wurlitzer who promptly
sold it to Henry Ford; unfortunately, Caressa’s

historical document, was owned by Jesse Isidor
Straus, US Ambassador to France (d.1936) but according to
another source was owned by the violinist Zlatko Balokovic
between 1910 and approx. 1935. The provenance of this violin
seems to be shrouded in mystery.

In 1917 Edward Schafer, a member of the New
York Stock Exchange and son in law to Oscar
S Straus, paid $16,000 to buy a 1703 Antonio
Stradivari violin from Rudolph Wurlitzer in
New York. Schafer gifted the violin to Elias
Breeskin, a young, much-praised violinist who
had emigrated from Russia to the US. Schafer
also arranged for Elias to have lessons with
Frans Kneisel.

It is generally agreed that the accolade of
‘world’s greatest violin maker’ belongs to Antonio Stradivari
(1649-1737) who lived and worked in the town of Cremona
in northern Italy. It is also generally agreed that Stradivari’s
finest violins were made during the years 1700-1720, this
being termed his ‘golden period’.

During 1703 Stradivari made at least 13 violins. Much
confusion of identity has surrounded two of these instruments:
one was bought by Henry Ford in 1924 and is exhibited today
at the Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan; the second was
owned, for almost the entirety of the 19" century, by the de
Rougemont family, in England. Around 1920 this second violin
was taken to the US; its present-day location is unknown.
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misinformation continued to travel with the
violin. In July 1926 W E Hill & Sons sent Ford a certificate
for his violin together with a history letter which concludes:
‘We would add that this instrument is in no way connected
with the family of De Rougemont and we are
at a loss to understand how M. Caressa came to
endow it with this name!’

Itis unfortunate that the Henry Ford Museum still
uses the name ‘Rougemont’ when identifying
Ford’s violin; the instrument should properly be
termed, simply, as the ‘Ford’ violin.

So, Edward Schafer's violin became Henry
Ford's violin."

From an article in the August 2025 SHS
newsletter: Although Antonio Stradivari made an estimated
1,100 stringed instruments, only 450 to 500 violins have
survived and perhaps only ten violas are extant. “The Tuscan-
Medici viola was made in 1690 for Ferdinando I de’ Medici,
grand prince of Tuscany, to fill out a quintet of Strads, and
from there it passed through various hands until 1924, when
it was bought by Herbert N. Straus, the Macy’s department
store heir. Baird, chairman of the music department as the
State University of New York, Buffalo, bought it from Straus’
estate, but didn’t have long with the instrument before his
death in 1960. His widow, Jane Baird, placed it on loan at the
Library of Congress in 1977.”

Continued on page 12
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Friends of Straus Park

Moving Forward With the Help of the Community
By Paul H. Froehlich
Photos by Joe Arbo

Straus Park is a small park that is an oasis for the community.
Located at 106" & Broadway, it is named for Isidor and Ida
Straus and has been improved and transformed through the
recent years. On any day, hundreds of neighbors pass through or
relax with friends on a bench. The key to this transformation is
Friends of Straus Park (FOSP) — a city-appointed conservancy
- that plays a key role in helping the park look beautiful and
be consistently clean, remain well maintained, along with fun
activities throughout spring and summer.

In 2025-2026, Park horticulturist, Joe Arbo, has overseen a
3-season flower planting campaign that includes the planting
of thousands of tulips and daffodils for a glorious spring. With
summer, the Park will see plantings of new Caladiums, Coleus,
Azelia bushes, hydrangea, ferns and a pink dogwood tree. And
fall will see new additions, including featured mums. Of note,
our team is working to improve the park soil by eliminating
much of the ivy growth. This includes mulching over the areas
cleared and planting new perennial plants and bushes. This is
a costly but important ongoing effort.

In April, FOSP held the annual Titanic and Straus Family
Memorial event, featuring naval historian Ian Robertson,
relatives of the Straus family, and local politicians. The
community turnout was excellent and many stayed to talk and
socialize afterwards.

Straus Park also holds a summer music series with three
events. The first was a popular Beatles singalong with a local
tribute band. Over 130 people attended and both requested
songs and sang along. Two more exciting music events are
planned for the summer — Latin jazz and show tunes.

Friends of Straus Park also continues important maintenance
projects. The park’s benches — all 48 —received an annual new
coat of Tung oil from our team — assuring that the tropical
hardwood benches look great and last for decades to come.
It’s fair to say that Straus Park has the best-preserved natural
wood benches in New York City! FOSP has also started doing
initial prep on painting the fencing throughout the park — all
1,200 feet of it. Fundraising levels will determine how quickly
the work proceeds going forward. We are also studying ways
to better water the park to avoid common droughts that hurt
both trees and other plants. This includes installation of an
automatic watering system in the future.

Straus Park is truly a special place for our community, kept
beautiful, well-maintained and programmed by Friends of
Straus Park. And the community continues to respond with
growing support and participation as volunteers. Visit us at
www.fospark.com

Beetles Tribute Band with
Appreciative Audience Members
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Edward Schafer/Henry Ford's Violin

continued from page 10

Herbert Nathan Straus was Isidor and Ida’s fifth of six
children. He played the cello and was a collector of fine
musical instruments. At one time he had seven violins. Four
were Stradivari. Herbert had a Stradivari viola and cellos
as well, outfitting a Stradivarius string quartet. He owned
and played a Davidov Stradivari cello and also owned a
Guadagnini violin which he directed in his will be given to his
friend Samuel Gardner. Herbert died in 1933. Gardner played
this Guadagnini at Herbert’s funeral. Herbert left his beloved
Stradavari violins, violas, and cello to his wife, Therese Kuhn
Straus, with instructions that “they should preserved by my
wife in her home during her lifetime.” She complied with his
wishes, but often lent these instruments to famed musicians.

I have been unable to learn what has become of the remaining
Stradivari instruments from the Herbert N. Straus collection.
If further information becomes available, I will publish it in a
future SHS newsletter.

OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO0 OO0 OO0

Nathan Straus: From Macy's Magnate
to International Humanitarian

Andy Fisher's new book, Nathan Straus: From Macy's
Magnate to International Humanitarian was released by
Rutgers University Press in April 2026. Since that time, Andy
has been quite busy promoting it. He has participated in
interviews, podcasts, and Zoom presentations.

On June 10", SHS hosted a Zoom presentation that was
very well attended. Andy explained that Nathan's life had so
many facets that he would not be able, in the time allotted, to
speak about all of them. He focused on Nathan's work with
the pasteurization and distribution of milk, and his efforts
creating a Preventorium, a place
where children from homes where
tuberculosis was present, but who
were not sick themselves, would
receive medical care, fresh air,
exercise and wholesome food
on order to boost their immune
systems and make them less
susceptible to the disease.

ANDREW FISHER

NATHAN

S T R AU S A link to Andy's Zoom
. presentation may be found on the
= SHS YouTube channel.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

Social Media Call to Action

What would you like to see posted on our social media
platforms? Do you want to see more about: family members,
our collections, events, family history? Let us know what
would be most meaningful and interesting to you as we continue
to develop these new opportunities for communication.

Don't forget to Like, Follow and Subscribe!
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Available from the
Straus Historical Society, Inc.

www.straushistoricalsociety.org/books

A Titanic Love Story: Ida and Isidor Straus
by June Hall McCash, traces the life of Ida
and Isidor Straus, from their immigration as
children from Germany, to their tragic death
during the sinking of the Titanic. A Titanic
Love Story emphasizes their work together
as a couple, focusing not only on Isidor's
important roles as businessman, member of
Congress, and philanthropist, but also on Ida's contributions as
an intelligent partner, the soul of the household, and matriarch
of the family, as well as a stalwart supporter of her husband
and one who engaged in philanthropic and creative activities
of her own. Hard Cover - $30 + $8 S&H

A

TITANIC

LOVE STORY

Ida and Isidor Straus

The Autobiography of Isidor Straus
privately published by Sara Straus Hess
in 1955, greatly expanded and updated by
SHS in 2011, including the addition of many
photographs and articles. Hard cover with
dust jacket - $30.00 + $8.00 S&H

DisEASE IN MILK
Disease in Milk: The Remedy Pasteurization
by Lina Gutherz Straus, a loving tribute to
the life’s work of Nathan Straus, greatly
expanded in 2016 including the addition of
many photographs and articles. Hard cover
- $40.00 + $8.00 S&H

UNDER FOUR
ADMINISTRATIONS

FrOM CLEVELAND TO TAFT

Under Four Administrations: From
Cleveland to Taft, the autobiography of
Oscar S. Straus. This recently re-published
autobiography includes a new supplement
with articles about Oscar S. Straus from past
issues of the Society’s newsletters and new
photographs. Hard cover with dust jacket -
$40.00 + $8.00 S&H

For the Sake of the Children: The Letters
Between Otto Frank and Nathan Straus
Jr. by Joan Adler published in 2013. When
Otto Frank realized he had to get his family
out of Europe in April, 1941, he wrote to
his Heidelberg University roommate and
lifelong friend Nathan Straus Jr. for help.
This book describes their struggle to find a
way to save the Frank family. Hard cover
with dust jacket - $30.00 + $8.00 S&H

Additional items are available for sale on the SHS website.
www.straushistoricalsociety.org/publications.
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