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The lead article in each issue of “wholedamfam” is written 
to feature a member of the family who is living the Straus 
family’s ideals of public service and philanthropy. I am 
pleased to present an article about Dorothy Freedman 
Cohen, a Newnan, GA resident, who provides counseling 
in the local jail and who uses her artistic 
gift to help survivors of domestic violence.

Dorothy (Dottie) Freedman Cohen, a 
Moises Lazarus descendant, is the only 
child of Miriam and Adalbert Freedman.  
After graduation from high school in 
Atlanta, GA, a close family friend 
encouraged Dottie to attend Antioch 
College in Yellow Springs, OH.  Dottie 
credits her years at Antioch as being a 
transformative experience and “making 
me who I am today.” Coming of age 
during the turbulent 60s was a rare gift but 
not without culture shock for this young 
southern woman who was a minority 
among east coast born students.

After spending a year in France on a 
college exchange program and nearing 
graduation in 1967, Dottie married Leland 
(Lee) Cohen. A few years after their 
daughter Shoshana was born in 1968 
and a second child, Rachel, was adopted, 
Dottie began her MFA at Southern Illinois 
University while Lee was pursuing a Ph.D. 
in sociology at Washington University.  
After receiving her MFA and becoming 
a registered art therapist (ATR), she 
worked at Places for People, a St. Louis 
agency which still provides services to 
individuals with serious and persistent 
mental illnesses.  For four years she taught 
art classes and was enriched by the courage and compassion 
of those struggling with serious mental health issues. 
Following Places for People, she became the Director of the 
Therapeutic Art program at Maryville University, a liberal 
arts program in St. Louis and, following that, became the 
Director of Counseling and Career Planning at Maryville. 
She also began working toward her Social Work degree at 
St. Louis University. After attaining the MSW, Dottie went 
into private practice.

Eventually, Dottie and Lee decided to return to the south 
to be closer to Dottie’s aging parents and to care for an 
old farmhouse in Newnan, GA, the “homeplace” they had 
inherited from Dottie’s godmother.  Shoshana had graduated 
from Hampshire College and was in Israel for two years and 

Rachel was finishing school at the College 
of Performing Arts in Philadelphia.  

Lee completed his Ph.D. in sociology 
but returned to school, earning both a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in nursing.  
He worked as an assistant professor of 
Nursing Administration at the Medical 
College of Georgia and devoted much 
of his time to HIV research.  Sadly, five 
years after they moved to Newnan, Lee 
became ill with cancer and died in 1996. 
After his death, Dottie continued her 
psychotherapy practice and added contract 
work with the Coweta County jail where 
she still provides crisis intervention, 

grief counseling, relapse prevention, anger 
management and brief Cognitive Therapy 
to male and female inmates. 
 
In 1998 a friend introduced her to Joel 
Friedman, a U.S. Air Force veteran, and a 
former A and P lead mechanic for Eastern 
Airlines. At first they both thought the 
attraction was quite the “odd couple” 
- he shied away from a stereotype of a 
“therapist” and Dottie wasn’t sure that 
someone who had protested at the Pentagon 
would have much to say to someone whose 
formative years had been in the military 
and in Southeast Asia to boot! Despite this, 
they have been happy partners for 18 years.  
Joel is retired and as Dottie contemplates 

retirement, she is beginning to phase out her private practice 
and work at the jail and is devoting more of her time to 
artwork. 
 
Her studio work is important not only for the joy derived 
from creativity but because it helps support women and 
children who are survivors of domestic violence.  

On her website, www.dfcmetalarts.com, Dottie writes: “My 
family was shattered by an act of family violence 2007. The 

Dottie Freedman Cohen 
and Joel Friedman

Dottie Freedman Cohen
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Three generations of descendants of Sara Straus Hess 
(the eldest daughter of Isidor & Ida Straus) gathered to 
celebrate this past Thanksgiving together in California.  
With so many currently living in the Bay Area, others flew 
west to net a total of 10 family members -- all progeny of 
Sara Straus Hess’ two daughters, Eleanor Hess Kurzman 
and Peggy Hess DeGraaff.  Joining them were spouses and 
partners, and members of their extended families.

Settled snugly and comfortably in a lovely house, 
overlooking a picturesque vineyard, aunts, uncles, siblings 
and cousins spent the long weekend together, all well 

death of my daughter Rachel at the hands of her husband 
furthered my commitment to supporting agencies dedicated 

to saving women’s lives. 
Rachel was a dancer and 
just as a dancer needs a 
solid floor to practice her 
craft, cadres of people are 
committed to shoring up 
the foundation of these 
organizations with time, 
money, talent and hard 
work. I applaud the many 
who make this their life’s 
work. It is an honor to 
participate through sales 
to these organizations. As 

you wear a piece [of the jewelry I’ve created], be assured 
that it was made with delight, purpose, and dedication to 
stopping violence against women. I hope for a time when 

organized and led by great grandson David Kurzman and 
his partner, Erin Kelly, who reside nearby in Berkeley.  
Over the weekend, great grandson Brett Gladstone and 
partner Eric Marty welcomed family members to their 
attractive country house and vineyard, also in Sonoma, 
for drinks and generous treats, and a first showing of the 
new German documentary on the Strauses and the Titanic.

Everyone agreed that it was very special to have so 
many family members celebrating this most American of 
holidays together.

beauty and peace replace fear and violence. Your piece of 
DFC/METALARTS helps further this vision.” 

I asked Dottie what else she would like to tell me for this 
article. She said, “I like to laugh a lot. I have a wonderful 
synagogue and loving family which is very diverse and 
politically active. I’m very proud of this. I love my house. 
Life is a great gift.” 

Silver pendant created by 
Dottie Cohen. Note the 
ostrich design, the logo 

of SHS. Straus is the 
German word for ostrich.

STRAUSES IN SONOMA
by Paul A. Kurzman

Pendant created by Dottie 
Cohen. A bullet casing is 

incorporated into the design.

The three generations of descendants 
of Sara Straus Hess assembled 
included grandchildren Joan 
DeGraaff, Harold Kurzman and Paul 
Kurzman; great grandchildren Brett 
Gladstone, Russell Gladstone, Nina 
Gladstone, Philip Kurzman, Katherine 
Kluefer, and David Kurzman; and, 
great great granddaughter Noelle 
Kurzman.  
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Announcements
Born: Evelyn Louise Straus on October 1, 2015 in Boulder 
CO. Evelyn is the daughter of Karen Shaviv Straus and 
Nathaniel (Nate) Jonathan Kawa Straus of Boulder, CO. 
Karen is the daughter of Andrea Clio Straus of Fishkill, NY 
and Amir Shaviv of Bronx, NY.

Married: Marianna B. Kaufman and Diana A. Aleman of 
Atlanta, GA on July 15, 2015, the 43rd anniversary of their 
being together. Marianna is the great-granddaughter of Julius 
and Matilda Straus Kaufman and a daughter of long-time SHS 
board member the late Gus B. Kaufman and the late Marian 
Waxelbaum Kaufman.  

Married: Marc Andrew Mayer and Goeff DiGirolamo of 
San Francisco, CA on the beach on October 4, 2015 in the 
presence of family and friends. Marc and Geoff have been 
long time partners. Marc is the son of Gerard (Gary) and 
Nicole Wolf Mayer of Katonah, NY.

Died: William Levitt, Jr. on October 25, 2015 in Queretaro, 
Mexico. Bill, an accomplished artist and an antique dealer, 
was the husband of John Berryhill and the brother of Bert 
Levitt of Gainsville, GA.

Died: Manfred (Fred) Moses on November 5, 2015 at his 
Eastchester, NY home with his wife Selma at his side. Fred, 
a former SHS board member leaves wife Selma, sons Edward 
(Stephanie) and Bruce (Karen), granddaughters Barbara 
(Mitch Yoffee), Sylvia and Miriam and step granddaughter 
Julia Frisch. In his eulogy son Ed said, “While he has been 
a great influence on me he has always been a mystery 
-- a strange combination of creativity, determination, 
stubbornness, integrity, humor and love. He was predictable 
but always surprising. The complexity of his character is 
what draws us to him.” An article about finding Fred’s long 
lost relatives was published in the August 2011 issue of the 
SHS newsletter.

Get Well Wishes: To Olivia Bat El Caroline Malka of 
Sherman Oaks, CA who is in the hospital. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with her. Olivia is the daughter of Haim and 
Kristin Malka and the granddaughter of Caroline Straus 
Selden of Acton and of Oak, CA.

Congratulations: To Adele Katz Larson who celebrated 
her 99th birthday on January 20, 2016 with her family 
in attendance. Adele, a talented artist, is a Maas family 
descendant. She lives in Lafayette, CA.

Congratulations: To Noah Riccardi who was called to the 
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah the weekend of September 4-5, 2015 
in Philadelphia, PA. Noah is the son of Kate and Michael 
Riccardi of Philadelphia and the grandson of Jack and Betty 
Schafer of San Francisco, CA. Jack wrote that they would 
be celebrating this joyous occasion with the entire family.

Congratulations: To Libi Miriam Ben-Yoar of Atlanta, GA 
who will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 
March 5, 2016 at Congregation Bet Haverim in Atlanta. 
Libi is the daughter of Shoshana Cohen Ben-Yoar and Mark 
Ben-Yoar and the granddaughter of Dottie Freedman Cohen 
of Newnan, GA and the late Lee Cohen.

Congratulations: To Adam Straus who graduated in May 
2015 from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY with 
a BS in Computer Science and Business. Adam recently 
accepted a job with OrderGroove, a business management 
consultant firm, where he is working in the Tech Department. 
Adam is the son of Oscar S. Straus III and Sarah M. Barish 
of New York City.

Congratulations: To Tanya Alimova Straus who will 
graduate from the University of Pennsylvania School of 
Dental Medicine in Philadelphia, PA in May 2016. Tanya, 
a University of Chicago graduate, is the wife of Daniel B. 
Straus who is pursuing a Ph.D. in chemistry at the University 
of Pennsylvania. Daniel is the son of Oscar S. Straus III and 
Sarah M. Barish of New York City.

Congratulations: To Harold P. Kuzman who gave two, three 
hour lectures about his family legacy at the Renaissance 
Academy of Florida Gulf Coast University. The university 
has invited him to speak again in January and February 2016. 
Harold visited the Titanic Exhibition Center in Orlando, FL 
in the fall of 2015. He went for their dinner show which 
included actors portraying Isidor and Ida Straus. While there 
he met the entire cast. Management introduced Harold to the 
audience as a descendant of Isidor and Ida. He was greeted 
with much enthusiasm.

Congratulations: To Sandra Baldauf, professor in the 
Department of Organismal Biology in Uppsala, Sweden, 
who has been named the recipient of the Björkénska 
Prize. To quote the translation of the announcement of 
this award, “Sandra Baldauf, who started her successful 
career at Michigan University, showed in her thesis the 
first groundbreaking examples of gene transfer between an 
organelle and nuclear DNA. Since then she has continued her 
academic career with a series of important studies in the field 
of molecular evolution and today she is an internationally 
recognized scientific leader in the field. ... Her current 
research focuses on genomics and genome evolution of 
organisms in the kingdom of excavata, mainly gene transfers 
between mitochondria and nuclei and between bacteria and 
mitochondria. She receives the award for her outstanding and 
pioneering research.” Thank you to Sandra’s father, Gunther 
Baldauf of Medford, OR, for sending us this wonderful news.

Congratulations: To Niki Lefebvre, a Ph.D. candidate 
from Sharon, MA who is writing her dissertation, “Beyond 
the Flagship: Politics and Transatlantic Trade in American 
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Available to Family Members Only

Artistic Family Trees: The Lazarus Straus family, the Moises 
Lazarus family, and the Maas family are each available for 
purchase. Each generation is depicted on this beautiful and 
artistic family tree. Each is at least 3’x4’ and suitable for 
framing. The tree is in color and comes in a glossy finish for 
$120. The price includes shipping and handling.

Color photograph album of the Oscar S. Straus Memorial 
rededication ceremony and reception, October 26th, 1998 
- $50.00 

Selected photographs from the SHS collection are also 
available. Check with Joan Adler if you would like to have 
a photograph of one of your ancestors. We have color and 
large format capability.

Videotape: “Titanic on Broadway,” a television special about 
the making of the Broadway play that includes Joan Adler 
speaking about the Straus family and a CNN segment in 
which Paul A. Kurzman is interviewed regarding the play 
“Titanic” - $25.00

Note: Items offered for sale in the Straus Historical Society, 
Inc.’s newsletter and on our website are also available to 
family members. Items that contain images or information 
about current family members will not be made available 
to the general public and will only be offered for sale in 
“wholedamfam.”

Send your tax-deductible check to Joan Adler, payable to: 
Straus Historical Society, Inc., P. O. Box 416, Smithtown, NY 
11787-0416. A receipt will be issued for your purchase and 
for your contribution to the Society. We also accept payment 
by credit card or PayPal. If you plan to use your credit card, 
please call to give us the information rather than sending 
it in an e.mail because of security concerns. Joan may be 
reached by phone: 

631-724-4487, 
or e-mail:

info@straushistory.org

Important Notice
We are trying to reduce our carbon footprint 
and also save on printing and postage costs. If 
you agree to receive the newsletters in a PDF, 

and no longer receive the paper version, 
please let us know.

info@straushistory.org
Joan Adler: 631-724-4487

Departments Stores, 1908-1945.” Niki says of her topic; 
department stores are multinational businesses with far-
reaching political and cultural influence during an age 
of world wars. Niki spent several days in our archives 
researching the Strauses and their ownership of Macy’s. She’s 
completed a chapter of her thesis which she shared with us. 
It’s titled: “Boycotts, Buyers and the Markets Beyond Berlin: 
How Nazism Influenced the Foreign Trade of American 
Department Stores.” The chapter is fascinating. It taught me 
quite a lot about the Strauses and about Macy’s that I didn’t 
know. We were pleased to contribute to Niki’s thesis and look 
forward to reading her completed manuscript.

Congratulations: To SHS board member Mark Altschuler 
who will be giving a talk, “Collision: Jackie Robinson, 
Paul Robeson, Baseball and American Culture” on 
Thursday, March 17th at the Pelican Cove Coffee Program 
at 9:30 am. Pelican Cove is a community in Sarasota, FL. 
“Collision,” previously presented at the Baseball Hall of 
Fame at Cooperstown, NY, describes a meeting between two 
American greats: actor, activist and athlete Paul Robeson 
and baseball giant Jackie Robinson. Mark will discuss their 
influence on American culture, including their roles in the 
desegregation of baseball in the early 1940’s. Note: Ken 
Burns’ newest documentary, Jackie Robinson, due out this 
spring, will examine the life and times of Robinson, who in 
1947 lifted an entire race and nation on his shoulders when 
he crossed baseball’s color line.

A Reminder: The Straus Room at the Virtual Museum of 
Public Service, sponsored by Rutgers University-Newark 
School of Public Affairs and Administration, has been 
updated. We’ve added small family trees to facilitate your 
understanding of where the person in each exhibit fits into 
the family. We’ve also added many more links to each entry. 
Even if you’ve visited this site before, we invite you to take 
another look. We think you will be pleasantly surprised. 

We will be creating additional exhibits. If you think one of 
your relatives should have a presence in this virtual museum, 
please let us know. If you would like to contribute information 
for a new exhibit or to enhance an existing exhibit, we’d like 
to hear from you.      www.vmps.us 

Announcements - continued


