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Straus is the German word for ostrich

"History teaches everything
including the future."

Lamartine

20th Anniversary of SHS 
October 7th at The Center for Jewish History

Robert (Bob) K. Straus of Santa Barbara, CA, the grandson of 
Isidor and Ida, the son of Jesse and Irma, became interested 
in his family’s history after attending a dinner party at the 
home of his aunt, Sara Straus Hess, where he received a copy 
of his grandfather’s autobiography which she had privately 
published. The inside back cover contained an envelope with 
an artistic hand-drawn family tree. From that time, in 1955, 
Bob started doing research to learn more about his heritage. 
He hired genealogists from all over the world and compiled 
files with the results of their efforts.

In October of 1990, Bob hired me, Joan Adler, 
to get his family’s papers out of R. H. Macy 
& Company. The family owned Macy’s for 
almost 100 years. In 1986 there was a very 
bitter leveraged buy-out. The family had been 
promised their personal papers that were stored 
within Macy’s. But the buy-out was so bitter, 
and there was no contract regarding the papers 
between the various parties. The new board of 
directors denied Bob's requests to release his 
family’s papers. By the time Bob contacted 
me, he had already hired several other people 
to try to get the release of these papers. Each 
had failed. I was lucky. After almost a year in 
Macy’s archives, I was able to photocopy more 
than 100,000 pieces of paper and then arrange 
for Macy’s to donate the papers to the New 
York Public Library even though they would 
not release them to the family. 

Now we had copies of the Straus's personal papers, many of 
which had not been seen in almost 100 years. They then had 
to be organized and some needed to be translated. They also 
needed to be transcribed as the handwritten text often was 
almost illegible. Bob wanted to share this information with his 
family and so we began a project to locate as many living family 
members as possible. I started writing the Straus newsletter in 
October of 1993 and have written an issue twice a year since 
then. All back issues of the newsletter, as well a information 
about our programs, other publications, and much more, can 
be found on the SHS website www.straushistoricalsociety.org 

Since Bob was already in his later years when he hired me, 
and was completely funding my work, he was concerned that 

he would pass away and the project would die with him. He 
asked me if I could find other members of the family who 
would be willing to take over some of this burden. We formed 
a Straus Family Project with two members from each of the 
four Lazarus Straus branches: Isidor, Hermine, Nathan and 
Oscar. Later, as we learned about the Moises Lazarus and 
Maas branches, we added their representatives to the project.

In October of 1998, the Straus Historical Society was officially 
granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the IRS. Since then, 
SHS has grown and taken on countless projects, including the 

reorganization and digitization of the family 
archives, publication of many books, issuance 
of the bi-annual newsletter, creation of artistic 
family trees, awarding a Straus Scholarship, 
presentations and providing co-sponsorship 
of events, and much more. To thank our 
supporters, we are excited to celebrate twenty 
years of growth and expansion of our projects 
and programs with an event on Sunday, 
October 7th at The Center for Jewish History 
in New York City.

Co-sponsored by the Straus Historical Society, 
Leo Baeck Institute, and the American Jewish 
Historical Society, this anniversary celebration 
will feature the display of artifacts from all 
three co-sponsoring organizations, several 
fascinating presentations, an expert panel 
of speakers and the introduction of Rachel 

King, our Straus Scholarship recipient. Family members and 
historians will be available to answer your questions about 
Straus family history and the history of the Society.

Further details will be sent to you after the summer. For now, 
mark your calendar and plan to attend the 20th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Straus Historical Society at The Center 
for Jewish History, 15 West 16th Street, New York City on 
October 7th.

Center for Jewish History
New York City
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A Message from the Chair:
David H. Kurzman

Since our last newsletter in February, there have been 
a number of noteworthy items at the Straus Historical 
Society upon which to report, so let’s get to it. 
Welcome to Billy Weitzer and Warren Klein!
The board is very fortunate to add a Board Member 
and a Committee Member.  Please join me to welcome 
Billy Weitzer to the Board of Directors and Warren 
Klein to the board’s Program & Events Committee.

William “Billy” Weitzer, Ph.D. has been the Executive Director of the Leo 
Baeck Institute (“LBI”) in New York City since January 2013.  He brings to 
the Board over thirty years of experience in academic administration, budget 
and finance, fund raising, community relations, and program evaluation.  Take 
a look at LBI’s impressive research and collections online at www.lbi.org.  
Warren Klein is the Curator of the Herbert & Eileen Bernard Museum of 
Judaica at Temple Emanu-El in New York City, where he has worked for over 
seven years building their collection and list of publications. Temple Emanu-
El has a wonderful museum, archive, publications, and rotating exhibitions. 
Check them out online at www.emanuelnyc.org/museum.php. To say we are 
lucky to have Billy and Warren is an understatement.
Come Celebrate Our 20th Anniversary at The Center For Jewish History 
Mark your calendar: on the afternoon of October 7th we will host a 20th 
anniversary party at The Center for Jewish History, co-hosted by Leo Baeck 
Institute and the American Jewish Historical Society. Please join us to 
celebrate not just our heritage, but our wonderful staff, and the first recipient 
of the Straus Historical Society scholarship. 
Morse Matching Grant
Thank you to all the folks who donated during our Spring fundraiser. We were 
fortunate again to exceed our $12,500 goal, which permitted us to receive a 
matching grant from the David A. and Mildred H. Morse Charitable Trust. 
These funds are essential to our operating budget. Also noteworthy, the Morse 
Charitable Trust was wound down and it’s fund liquidated. We received a 
portion of the funds, but the gift came with a stipulation: we must continue 
to meet our Spring fund-raising goals to maintain unrestricted used of the 
income generated from the gift.  I hope you will help us exceed our goals in 
future years so that we may continue to fund our slim operating budget. 
The Straus Historical Society Scholarship
The Straus family has a wonderful history of public service and philanthropy. 
I am pleased to announce the Society’s first $5,000 scholarship was awarded 
earlier this year to Rachel King, a graduate student at American University. I 
had the pleasure to speak with Ms. King by phone and to congratulate her on 
her award. I was quite impressed by her clarity of thought and graciousness.  
Ms. King will also be in attendance at the 20th Anniversary event on Oct. 7th. 
If you'd like to learn more about her interest in foreign service, make sure to 
attend.  She’ll be the young woman with the gracious smile.
Silent Auction
The Silent Art Auction was held in June shortly after the release of Strauses 
and the Arts, which was created from interviews with family members 
involved in the arts. About $2,100 was raised, which fell short of our $5,000 
goal. But we learned a lot about how to run an efficient online auction.  A 
special thanks to Joan, Catherine, and Marissa for the smooth management of 
the auction.  I have a good feeling that our next auction will do even better. 
Where in the World Is Joan Going to Speak Next?
Keep an eye out for Joan Adler as she is giving several talks around the 
country. She is a great and engaging speaker, and she often brings copies of 
books available for sale by the Straus Historical Society. If she runs out, we 
can ship you a copy. 

Please feel free to email me at dhkurzman@gmail.com. 2018, Straus Historical Society, Inc.©
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The creation of Strauses and the Arts has been a long and 
exciting project which began several years ago with my 
realization that a significant number of family members were/
are involved, in some manner, in the arts. An article about 
some of the past family members who were patrons of the 
arts appeared in the February 2014 issue 
of the SHS Newsletter. But the question 
of who the artists were/are, and how their 
interest in the arts manifested itself, was 
not satisfied by this one article. I wanted 
to learn about today's artists, what kind of 
art they create, how they feel about their 
art and how it fits into their lives. I thought 
the rest of the family might also find this 
topic interesting.

I sent a query to all the family members 
on our SHS mailing list asking if they 
would be interested in participating in this 
project. The response was overwhelming; 
- - greater than for any other query I had 
ever sent. 

With the help of board vice chair Richard 
Gerstman, we created a questionnaire 
for everyone who expressed interest in 
participating. The questions ranged from 
general life style, to philosophical questions 
about how the artists or patrons feel about 
art, to queries about their own particular 
involvement in its creation. I conducted 
interviews with twenty eight individuals. 
Some were in person but many were over the 
phone or via SKYPE. SHS involved several 
college student interns to create transcripts 
from the recordings of the interviews. This 
worked out quite well for everyone. SHS staff 
received the benefit of the transcripts without 
having to take time away from our other duties 
while the students received college credit for 
their efforts. 

The transcripts then were sent to the artists for 
editing. They were encouraged to add, delete 
or change anything that they wished. It was, 
after all, their words and their concepts that 
we were interested in presenting. We also 
interviewed the families of two artists who had 
expressed interest in being included, but who 
passed away before we were able to schedule their interview. 

Once the artists approved the transcript, we wrote an article 
based on the information and then sent the articles back to the 
artists for their comments and editing. In just about every case, 

Strauses and the Arts
eBook, Paperback and Silent Auction

by Joan Adler

the artist chose to make significant changes to the articles, 
which was fine. The resultant articles, which were published 
in the book, Strauses and the Arts, truly express the thoughts 
and values of all the artists as they relate to their creative 
processes. Moreover, each artist sent us several images of the 

art they create which we used in the book.

Our original plan was to only release 
Strauses and the Arts as an eBook. But 
we became aware that many people did 
not use Kindle or other e-formats. So we 
quickly published a paperback version 
of Strauses and the Arts faithful to the 
e-version.

In conjunction with the release of Strauses 
and the Arts, SHS held its first ever Silent 
Auction. Many of the artists included in 
the book generously donated at least one 

item for the auction, and Irene Pastarnack 
and Richard Gerstman went well beyond 
our expectations by donating several pieces 
of their artwork. We scheduled one week for 
the auction but extended the time line for an 
additional week to give prospective bidders 
more time to peruse the items and to make 
further bids. We are grateful that so many 
people were interested and placed bids, but 
we did not sell as many pieces of art as we 
had expected.

Once the auction was completed, the job of 
connecting the artists with the winning bidders 
began. As they started communicating about 
how to ship and receive their items, they also 

got to know a new relative. I've heard from 
several people who were excited to have 
this unexpected opportunity. In some cases, 
relatives from different branches of the family 
are making plans to meet. Several non-family 
members also participated in the auction and 
are now the proud owners of Straus created 
artwork. We are grateful for their support.  

While preparing for the Silent Auction, we 
heard from several family members who 
thought another auction, this time offering 
items relating to the family but not solely 
created by artists in the family, would be of 

interest. We are exploring this option. Please let me know if 
you have items to donate to a future family related auction or 
if you would be interested in participating in such an auction. 
It is only with your support that the many projects we create 
will be successful.

Menorah Lights
by Annemarie Baldauf

Mime In Hand
by Clyde Steadman

Adelaide and Flag 
in the Adirondacks 
by Kim Gerstman
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Rachel King
Straus Scholarship Winner

The Straus Historical Society is pleased to announce that 
Rachel King of Liberty Township, Ohio, has been selected to 
receive our first $5,000 Straus Scholarship. 

A graduate student at American University in Washington, 
D.C., Ms. King impressed an independent award committee 
with her essay and her résumé, which includes a five-year 
contract with the U. S. Foreign Service as a Pickering Fellow 
upon her expected graduation in 2019. She has proven 
eminently qualified for the Straus Scholarship Program. The 
Straus Historical Society is proud to award this scholarship to 
Ms. King.

The Straus Historical Society Scholarship 
Program was recently created with the goal 
of supporting the continuing education of a 
graduate student whose professional goal is 
in the field of public service. Rachel King is 
the first recipient of the Straus Scholarship. 

Ms. King received her undergraduate 
degree from Vanderbilt University where 
she participated in summer service trips to 
Uganda, Israel and Cambodia, as well as an 
internship with World Vision in Washington, 
D.C.  As noted, Ms. King is a Fulbright 
Scholar pursuing a graduate degree at 
American University. With support from 
her Fulbright scholarship, she lived and 
taught in rural Malaysia for a year.  Ms. 
King plans to become a Foreign Service 
Officer with the U.S. State Department after 
graduate school. In her application, 
she stated that she hopes: “…
to draw greater attention to the 
compelling crossovers between 
diplomacy and development fields, 
to urge policymakers to prioritize 
development as a diplomacy 
tool, and to facilitate stronger 
collaboration and coordination 
across religious, political and 
nonprofit leaders.”

The Straus Historical Society will 
hold a ceremony on October 7, 
2018 at The Center for Jewish 
History in New York City to honor 
Ms. King during the Society's 20th 
anniversary celebration. Further 
information will be announced as it 
becomes available. You can stay updated by visiting the SHS 
website. www.straushistoricalsociety.org 

About the Straus Historical Society:
The Straus Historical Society (SHS) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization with the principal purpose of fostering 
educational activities with respect to the settlement of the 
Straus Family in the United States. The Straus Family has a 
long history of public service and philanthropy, with family 
members serving in governmental positions at the federal and 
local levels and who have acted as advisors to a number of 
American Presidents, as well as participated on the board of 
innumerable philanthropic organizations. 

About the Straus Scholarship Program:
The Straus Scholarship Program aims to 
continue the family legacy of commitment 
to public service. Spearheaded by SHS 
board members Richard Gerstman and Al 
Berr, the scholarship committee appointed 
an independent award panel of outside 
educators with no family relationship to the 
Strauses or the SHS board members to select 
the awardee. The $5,000 Straus Scholarship 
was funded by contributions from SHS’s 
annual fundraising program.

Rachel King wrote: "I am deeply grateful 
to the Straus Historical Society for the 
generous scholarship, and it's an even 
bigger honor to be selected as the first-ever 
recipient. The funds will help me finish my 
last year of graduate school at American 
University in Washington, DC. As I prepare 
to enter training for the U. S. Foreign Service 

next fall, my hope is to carry forth 
the Straus family legacy of charity, 
goodwill and service wherever it is 
I am called to lead."

Your financial support enabled 
us to award this first-ever Straus 
Scholarship. SHS is currently 
raising funds so that we may 
award a scholarship in 2019. The 
application period is scheduled 
to begin in November 2018 
and end in January 2019. The 
Award Committee will evaluate 
applications in February and 
March, and the award will be 
announced in the late spring, 2019. 

We hope you will continue 
to support the SHS Scholarship with a generous 
donation.

Rachel King
2018 Straus Scholarship Recipient

Rachel King with students at SMK Inderapura 
in Jerantul, Malaysia, where Rachel spent a year 

teaching English on a Fulbright grant 
in October 2017
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Rachel King's Straus Scholarship Application Essay
November 2008. A rooftop in Butler County.
Dad and I scaled the shingles, faced west, and took a seat. 
It was my favorite spot where we talked ideas wide as the 
sky. Midway sunset, midway conversation, he pulled out of 
his pocket a small red domino. “Keep this. It’s a reminder to 
live on purpose.”

Here my dad taught me my first lesson on service: every 
action is consequential.

May 2009. A courtroom in Cincinnati.
I carried my domino everywhere, even to the courtroom where 
we pressed charges against a church friend who sexually 
assaulted me. Mindful of its message, my domino gave me 
strength while testifying. There were countless more nights 
on the rooftop with Dad, talking fears and more questions. 
For me, it took a loss to find a passion. I became a mentor for 
other victims and worked alongside advocacy organizations, 
eventually joining RAINN’s Speakers Bureau.

During this season I learned a 
second lesson on service: agency 
and structure must be mutually 
reinforcing. 

July 2013. A village in Uganda.
The second American to ever 
visit Nakikungube, I was there 
independently researching 
third-world education barriers. 
Nakikungube had no secondary 
school, so daily a group of students 
walked five miles to the closest 
one in Masuliita, a neighboring 
town. One morning I hiked it with 
them. Over the two-hour walk, 
they taught me about their lives. 
Half couldn’t afford shoes. Most 
couldn’t afford lunch. Some girls 
even took motorbike taxis to school and paid with sex because 
“education is hope.” 

This experience raised a question about service: what is 
America’s role in nation-building? 

December 2015. A playground in Israel.
It was a ten-day immersion trip on peace, conflict and 
international relations. I was a stone’s throw away from a 
warzone. Sderot, the “bomb shelter capital of the world,” is 
one mile outside Gaza. In the middle of Sderot is a playground 
with a giant-sized caterpillar. The tunnel inside doubles as a 
bomb shelter. When a Code Red sounds, signaling incoming 
rockets, children have fifteen seconds to run inside the 
caterpillar’s belly to clear the rocket’s blast.

This story from Israel introduced me to a career path in 
service: diplomacy.

May 2016. A commencement stage in Nashville.
At Vanderbilt’s graduation, I kept my domino in my gown’s 
pocket. My dad’s near-decade-old words resurfaced: “Live 
on purpose.” Here I was, at the end of a journey and the 
beginning of another. In four years I gave my all conducting 
three international service trips, teaching songwriting at 
the homeless shelter, tutoring inner-city youth, publishing 
research on human trafficking, speaking on the TEDx stage, 
establishing an on-campus virtual education exchange, and 
graduating summa cum laude. The hard work paid off; ahead 
was an eight-year journey: a two-year graduate program at 
American University, a one-year Fulbright grant in Malaysia 
in between, and a five-year contract with the Foreign Service 
as a Pickering Fellow.

November 2017.  A bus station in Malaysia.
It was a teary goodbye. I was leaving Jerantut, my home for 10 
months, completing my Fulbright grant. It was an unforgettable 
experience: overseeing a national “Bye Bye Bully” awareness 

campaign, studying Malay, 
learning about Islam, and teaching 
English to 500 secondary students. 
I made countless friends, majority 
Muslim, whose parting words to 
me, an American Christian, were: 
“You are always welcome back. 
We are praying for you. And please 
tell Americans we aren’t terrorists.” 
In other words, they were urging 
me on as a domino in my growing 
chain of influence.

January 2018. An apartment in 
DC. 
As I write this, preparing to 
recommence graduate studies 
at American University after a 
year on leave in Malaysia for the 
Fulbright, I am reminiscent of 

past adventures and mindful of ventures yet to come. In all 
of them, service and leadership stand out as two consistent 
themes. Fittingly, the Foreign Service will allow me to lead 
through service and impact those within as well as beyond 
my scope of influence. This is the impact I hope to make in 
the field of public service— an impact that is not only felt by 
those proverbial dominoes who are immediately ahead of me, 
whether they be persons or institutions or nations, but also 
for those dominoes down the line who will experience the 
aftermaths of my legacy. 

I am eager for the years ahead as a budding Foreign Service 
Officer. Time will only tell whether, after completing my five 
year diplomacy contract, I stay with the Department of State 
as a FSO or look to affect change by other means, possibly as 
an elected official or as a university professor/administrator. 
What I do know is that no matter the job title, my motivations 
will remain constant: to lead with courage, to learn with 
humility, to serve sincerely, and to give back generously. 

Rachel King with students in Malaysia after they 
won a regional social entrepreneurship competition 

sponsored by the U.S. Embassy for their idea, 
"Bye Bye Bully," an anti-bullying 

t-shirt awareness campaign, April 2017
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Isidor Straus Proposed for Congress
1911

As you will read later in this newsletter, SHS became the 
recipient of digitizing work done by graduate students from 
Long Island University’s Palmer School of Library and 
Information Science. It was part of a grant by the Robert 
David Lion Gardiner Foundation, the purpose of which is to 
digitize the holdings of the many historical societies on Long 
Island. SHS was part of the second semester of this multiyear 
grant.

For more than twenty years, the Straus Historical Society has 
been the owner of an album of newspaper clippings about the 
proposed 1911 Democratic nomination of Isidor Straus for the 
U.S. Senate as a representative from New York.  This album is 
quite old and delicate. It had not been scanned or reproduced 
in all this time because of its fragile condition. And, I must 
admit, has rested on a shelf in our archival storage space 
without being looked at during most of 
this time.

Dr. Gregory Hunter, director of the 
Palmer School’s programs, used part 
of the funding from the Gardiner grant 
to purchase a large format specialized 
scanner that was capable of scanning 
our album of newspaper clippings in a 
manner that would preserve the integrity 
of its many fragile news clippings. It was 
a great opportunity for us to get this album 
scanned and for Dr. Hunter’s students to 
learn how to handle such delicate material 
and to learn how to use the new scanner. 
We can now, for the first time in more than 
twenty years, read through these 1911 
articles and learn about the time when 
Isidor Straus was proposed for Congress.

The label attached to the inside cover of the album describes 
its contents: “Clippings relative to possible selection of Isidor 
Straus to be Senator in Congress March 17 – April 1, 1911. 1 
volume scrap-book.”

For each issue of the SHS newsletter, I research various aspects 
of Straus family history, looking for subjects our readers will 
find interesting and informative. During this research, I am 
continually amazed to find so many aspects of Straus history 
that are relevant to today’s world. It seems as though we learn 
little from the lessons of the past and are destined to repeat the 
same efforts and mistakes. Our U. S. politicians are once again 
revisiting the question of tariffs; this time with very different 
views than those of Isidor Straus.

As I prepared to write an article about Isidor Straus being 
placed on the ballot for the Senate in 1911, and the reason 
why he was suggested, I found that his financial acumen 
and exemplary character were significant factors. And, his 
thoughts about tariff reform were both current and relevant.

One of the main reasons why Isidor was proposed for the 
Senate seat in 1911 was because he had served in the House 
of Representatives in 1894 and was an acknowledged expert 
on financial matters, especially tariff reform. An article about 
Isidor Straus and his service in the United States House of 
Representatives in 1894-1895 appeared in the August 2002 
issue of the SHS newsletter. www.straushistoricalsociety.org/
newsletters

This August 2002 article describes Isidor’s economic 
interest. In the evenings, after his workday and his other civic 
responsibilities were completed, Isidor read about currency, 
banking and tariff matters. It has been suggested that this was 
his way of relaxing. When, in 1894, he was prevailed upon 
to run for the unexpired seat of Democrat Ashbel P. Fitch, 
representative of the Fifteenth Congressional district, it was, 

in part, because of his financial expertise. 

When Isidor was elected to Congress in 
1894, the country was in an economic 
depression and there was a lack of 
confidence in the government’s ability 
to turn the economy around. He had 
already appeared before a Congressional 
committee in Washington in 1890 to 
offer arguments against adoption of the 
McKinley Tariff Bill. Isidor was quoted 
by the New York World on January 17, 
1894 during his campaign, “I believe in 
tariff reform because I believe it is right. 
It is in the interest of the many rather than 
the few. Any reduction of the tariff must 
mean a considerable temporary loss to me, 
but I should blush to think in considering 
such subjects I was influenced only by 
personal and selfish motives.” 

In 1911, Senators were selected by state caucuses and not by 
popular vote. Because of the difficulty in choosing a Senator 
at this particular Democratic caucus, spearheaded by then 
Senator Franklin D. Roosevelt, the U. S. Constitution was 
amended and, since 1914, U. S. Senators have been elected 
statewide by popular vote. The first 1911 Democratic caucus, 
which began on January 16th and continued through March 
31st, had 60 ballots. It took 14 more ballots before a Senator 
was chosen. Charles F. Murphy, the head of Tammany Hall 
in 1911, kept proposing men for Congress but none of them 
could gain sufficient Democratic support. Senator Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and his Insurgent followers were vocal in their 
rejection of the men proposed by the Tammany Hall boss on 
the grounds that they feared the candidate would “become one 
of Murphy’s political assets,” as described by the Brooklyn 
newspaper, Citizen, on March 28th. Because of the difficulty 
in reaching a consensus, the Buffalo, NY News reported that 
“the plan at present is to unite the Republicans, the insurgents 
and as many of the regulars as care to join the movement to 
elect some high-class Democrat as Senator.” As the caucuses 

Isidor Straus - about 1911
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continued without resolution, a great urgency became 
apparent. The U. S. Congress was scheduled to convene on 
April 4th in a special session. If no Senator were chosen, New 
York State would be underrepresented during that session.

Our 1911 album contains more than 150 articles from 
newspapers around the country and some from Germany 
describing the various factors at play during the 1911 
Senatorial selection process. An article from a New York 
newspaper, The Globe, of March 25th stated, “A Senator 
Who Would Count. A suggestion has been made that Isidor 
Straus might be agreed upon for senator by the warring 
factions at Albany. A happier solution could hardly be arrived 
at. Conspicuously fitted by training and experience for the 
duties the new senator will be called upon to perform, Mr. 
Straus is entirely free from every sort of political or other 
entanglement which might preclude consideration of other 
men that have been mentioned. His interest in public affairs 
though always active has never been selfish. 
… He has formed no alliances with groups of 
his party to further personal ends. His record is 
clean and in a high degree honorable. On him 
“regulars” and “insurgents” could unite with 
full consciousness of duty well performed and 
assurance of hearty commendation from the 
great body of the people whose interests are so 
vitally at stake. … Never before perhaps has 
Congress been called upon to take up so many 
problems demanding for their right solution 
the practical knowledge possessed by a man 
who has passed through the hard school of 
commerce, a man familiar with the manufacture 
and sale of goods, the requirements of capital, 
and the rights of labor. What the new Congress 
will do with the Canadian reciprocity treaty, 
the tariff commission and the proposals for 
tariff reductions are questions of supreme 
importance, questions with which no art of mere oratory, 
no legal acumen, no shrewdness of politics can adequately 
deal. The proper consideration of these hard matters of fact 
Mr. Straus would bring a mind accustomed to their nicest 
intricacies. … To retain him on the eve of the assembling of 
Congress to serve the people in a business session would be 
an exercise of wisdom on the part of the Democrats at Albany 
which would be long remembered to their credit.”

Richard Croker, the former head of Tammany Hall was 
retired from political life. He was asked to express his opinion 
about the congressional race nonetheless. He was quoted in 
The Globe on March 24th, "Isadore [sic], in my opinion, is 
splendidly equipped for the office of United States senator. He 
is a high-class man in every respect. His work as a member of 
Congress has placed him among the greatest and ablest of our 
public men. A man who can speak with authority on the tariff 
is needed more now in the Senate than ever before, and Mr. 
Straus is admittedly an expert on that great question. I do not 
think a better man could be chosen for that high office. He is a 
good Democrat, and his selection would add much in strength 
and efficacy of the party.” Among his qualifications Isidor was 
an ex-Congressman, a vice-president of the state Chamber of 

Commerce, president of the Educational Alliance, a director 
in many financial and charitable institutions, as well as a 
member of the firms; R. H. Macy & Company, Abraham & 
Straus and L. Straus & Sons. 

In the U. S. Senate election of 1911, William F. Sheehan 
was the Democrat nominated by the Democratic caucus but 
was successfully blocked by a group of "Insurgents" led by 
State Senator Franklin D. Roosevelt. As the race grew more 
heated, many men were nominated by none could gain the 
necessary votes. On March 28th 26 Insurgents stayed out of the 
Democratic caucus. A group of Republicans sought to make 
an alliance whereby they, and the Insurgents, would name an 
Independent Democrat who could be elected to the Senate. 
The group named Isidor Straus, Herman Ridder and Martin H. 
Glynn as three men they could support. As the race grew more 
heated, more and more names were suggested. And most were 
rejected. A second caucus began in late March. It took many 

votes before a clear leader became apparent. 
Sheehan stated that he would not decline the 
nomination if so elected at the caucus and 
would not withdraw from the race. It would 
be up to the party to determine his fate. On 
March 29th four ballots had been taken, Isidor, 
whose name was proposed on March 28th, was 
second only to Sheehan in the vote with 27 
men on that ballot. But since there was no 
clear majority vote for Sheehan, the nominee 
was not selected. The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 
reported that the Democrats were demoralized 
by their inability to select a candidate. 

A rumor was spread that Isidor was not in good 
health and that he was not sufficiently healthy 
to become an active member of Congress. 
Brother Nathan called this notion “nonsense,” 
stating that Isidor was in Los Angeles at that 

time delivering an address before the Navy League of the 
United States. 

A New York Times article reported, “At the onset of 1911, the 
Democrats having a majority in the State Legislature, it was 
generally believed that Edward M. Shepard would be elected 
U. S. Senator from New York to succeed Republican Chauncey 
M. Depew. But Boss Murphy put up William F. Sheehan for 
the nomination, and the longest deadlock in the history of 
the State of New York ensued. At the U. S. Senate election 
in New York, 1911, Shepard was favored by the "Insurgent" 
Democrats, led by State Senator Franklin D. Roosevelt. He 
received 15 votes (out of 200) on the 32nd ballot but retired 
from the race after the 34th ballot on February 25, 1911, trying 
to move Sheehan to do the same for the sake of party unity. 
But Sheehan remained in the field." 

Behind the scenes meetings continued to be held throughout 
this very long process. By March 31st, Isidor Straus was the 
front runner on the Insurgents list and had strong backing 
from the regular Democrats. And, while he was not backed by 
Tammany boss Murphy, he did have the support of some of 
the Tammany Hall leadership.

Isidor Straus - 1894
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On March 30th, in the spirit of harmony, Shepard threw his 
support to Isidor Straus. He said, “I think it is a fortunate thing 
that among the Democrats at Albany have before them is one 
so well fitted as Mr. Straus, and in so many ways, to represent 
New York in the Senate. His Democracy has been lifelong 
and unswerving. His intimate association, personal and 
political, with Grover Cleveland for many years makes him 
represent as few other men do the ideals of that statesman. He 
is very strong and always intelligent interest in strong tariff 
reform especially equip him for the Senatorial work which 
must, on the Democratic side, be taken up without any delay 
whatsoever. Mr. Straus, from his very instinct, thinks broadly 
upon public affairs, which his wide experience in the affairs 
both of business and of public life keeps him within those 
practical limits which all statesmanship must of necessity 
observe. Over and above all these qualifications is the absolute 
confidence, personal and public, which 
Mr. Straus’ long career within this State 
has established in his unselfish and 
steadfast devotion to the best interest of 
the State and of the country.” William 
Randolph Hearst, who said he had 
never done so before, wrote a letter 
of support for Isidor Straus. The New 
York Times reported that “the diversity 
and inclusiveness of the support of 
Mr. Straus is most remarkable. … 
Even more remarkable is the fact 
that Mr. Straus has gained the good 
opinion of these various antagonistic 
political warriors without concession 
or sacrifice of character. It emphasizes 
his breadth and freedom from factional 
spirit. It shows the general confidence 
there is in the man. He is practically 
the only candidate whose name dos not 
make some important group froth at the 
mouth, and is thus seemingly the only 
one whose selection will be a victory 
for all and not a few.” 

The Insurgents issued an ultimatum 
on Friday, March 31st stating that if 
no choice was reached that day, they 
would hold off until Monday, April 2nd and then would offer 
a deal for votes by the Republicans. Fearing this, the regular 
Democrats felt they had to seriously consider the list of eleven 
men who would be acceptable to the Insurgents. Murphy, as 
leader of Tammany Hall and the man who held great power 
in New Your State politics, did not want to give in, even 
after everyone involved was tired and wanted this political 
deadlock resolved. 
 
New York State Supreme Court Justice James A. O'Gorman 
was suggested by Murphy as a compromise candidate when 
no other candidate could gain enough votes. On March 31st 
O’Gorman was asked about his senatorship. He responded, 
“If I have been agreed upon for the caucus nominee for the 
senatorship, it is news to me. I expect to go on with my 
regular judicial duties, opening the April term in Part IV on 

Monday. … I haven’t heard anything about it.” After 74 days 
of deadlock, at a 6:30 pm caucus on March 31st, James A. 
O’Gorman was named a New York State Democratic Senator. 
The headlines of the New York Herald proclaimed, “James 
A. O’Gorman elected Senator, Breaking Deadlock, Longest 
Ever in State; First Democrat to be Chosen Since 1893.” The 
New York Telegraph reported, “Mr. Murphy and the regular 
organization won because the Democratic leader and his 
supporters outgamed the opposition. It as a fight of trained 
political intelligence against highly specialized corporation 
domination backed by an unlimited bankroll. That Mr. 
Murphy and his veterans won was due to the iron discipline 
of Tammany Hall.” 

Twenty seven Democrats refused to support the many 
candidates proposed by Tammany Hall leaders. It was only 

after three months of bitter fighting, 
and the threat of loss as more and more 
Insurgents deserted the cause, that 
O’Gorman’s nomination succeeded 
even though he was a Tammany man. 
Within ten minutes, the New York 
Senate and Assembly met to approve 
his appointment, as a special session 
of Congress was to convene on April 
4th, which made the naming of a N.Y.S. 
Senator all the more urgent. Isidor 
Straus came in second in votes. Isidor 
and Nathan Straus were present to 
extend good wishes and show support 
for the new Senator at dinners at the 
Manhattan Club and several other 
venues. Although Roosevelt did not 
vote for O’Gorman, once O’Gorman 
was elected, Roosevelt pledged his 
support of the new Senator.

In our extensive SHS Archive, we have 
hundreds, if not thousands, of letters 
written by Isidor Straus. After reading 
through the newspaper articles in our 
album, I was surprised that there were 
no letters written by Isidor regarding 
this race. Although he was suggested 

as a candidate, and even became a frontrunner during the 
late balloting, he seems to have expressed no opinions to 
any of the usual recipients of his letters about his interest in 
becoming the New York State Democratic Senator in 1911. 
And while he did write his autobiography, he did not complete 
it before dying in the Titanic disaster and did not write about 
this election. None of the newspaper articles in the album 
contain quotes from Isidor that might help us understand his 
reason for accepting the possibility of another congressional 
position. We know he refused to run for a second term after 
serving in the House of Representatives in 1894 citing his 
great responsibilities at home. In 1911 he was very much 
involved in several charitable projects in New York City 
including chairing a committee to create the Kruger and 
Firemen's Memorial. It would have been very interesting to 
learn his thoughts regarding this congressional race.

Clipping from the Evening Journal
New York City
March 31, 1911
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Long Island University's Palmer School of Library and Information Science 
Awarded Grant by the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation

Dr. Gregory S. Hunter, Director of the Ph.D. in Information 
Studies program and Director of the Certificate in Advanced 
Study in Archives and Records Management at the Palmer 
School of Library and Information Science at Long Island 
University (LIU) is the recipient of two large grants from 
the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation. These grants 
are being used to teach students in the graduate programs 
of LIU how to digitize archival collections by digitizing the 
collections of historical societies all over Long Island. The 
Straus Historical Society was chosen as a second semester 
benefactor.

In April, Master's degree graduate students Judi Yuen and 
Joohwi Kim spent four Saturdays together, and four additional 
individual days each, in our office scanning a small part of the 
Isidor Straus Business Collection. In addition, they created a 
spreadsheet with metadata for everything they scanned. The 
scans and metadata were brought back to campus where the 
program's Ph.D. candidates will enter the information into 
Preservica, an industry standard digital preservation software 
program.

Because this is a learning program for the students, and 
because it was such a wonderful opportunity, SHS also gave 
Judi and Joohwi a very fragile album of newspaper clippings 
from when Isidor Straus was proposed as a U. S. Senator from 
New York State in 1911. We have been reluctant to scan these 
images because of their fragility. The Gardiner Foundation 
grant enabled the Palmer School to purchase a large format 
scanner that could be used to scan this kind of album. Dr. 
Hunter was pleased to give his students the opportunity to 
learn a new technique using a new piece equipment. SHS 
benefitted by getting this very special album scanned.

We look forward to working with Dr. Hunter and his students 
on additional projects in the future. We have been encouraged 
to apply for our own grant by the executive director of the R. 
D. L. Gardiner Foundation to help fund the continued work of 
Marissa Pelliccia, our very able Digital Archivist.

Look for the Lazarus Straus Family Collection which was  
uploaded to the SHS website during the summer.

Nathan and Lina Straus Honored
at the 70th Anniversary of Israeli Statehood
at the Israeli Embassy in Washington, D.C.

The Israeli Embassy to the United States held a celebration 
for Israel’s 70th anniversary of its statehood on May 14, 2018 
with a reception at the Mellon Auditorium in Washington 
DC. Seventy people who made a significant contribution 
in strengthening Israel and its alliance with America were 
chosen as honorees. Nathan and Lina Straus were among the 
70 so honored.

Two great grandchildren of Nathan and Lina attended the 
ceremony. Tracy Joan Straus, the daughter of the late Bernard 
Sachs Straus, and Edward Hart Gertler, son of the late Ann 
Straus Gertler, represented the Nathan and Lina Straus branch 
of the family and were present to accept the award from Israeli 
Ambassador to the United States Ron Dermer. Joan Adler also 
attended. U.S. Vice President Mike Pence spoke to a crowd of 
more than 700 people, reinforcing the government’s position 
of friendship and support for Israel.

Joan Adler, Edward Hart Gertler, 
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Ron Dermer 

and Tracy Joan Straus 
at the Israeli Embassy event 

May 14, 2018
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The Straus Family’s Donations to the High Museum of Art Atlanta
In 2007, I received a note from Gerry Levy, 
grandson of Jesse Isidor and Irma Nathan 
Straus, asking if I knew why there were two 
or three pieces of art on display at the High 
Museum of Art Atlanta. They were donated to 
the High Museum by Irma Nathan Straus in 
memory of her husband, Jesse Isidor Straus. 
As far as Gerry knew, the Strauses had no 
connection to the High Museum of Art.

I wrote to the museum director on March 2, 
2007, but received no response. Nor was I 
able to learn anything about these donations 
from my Internet research.

It came as quite a surprise to receive a letter 
on July 11, 2018 from Frances R. Francis, 
Senior Registrar of the High Museum of Art 
Atlanta in response to my 2007 letter. She 
apologized that I had not received a timely 
response and then responded to my original 
query. She explained that the High Museum 
“is named after Mrs. Joseph Madison High, 
who donated her home in 1926 to serve as 
an art museum.” Joseph Madison High was 
a prominent Atlanta merchant. Several of 
High’s associates founded what became 
known as Davison-Paxon-Stokes department 
store. When Davison’s and R. H. Macy’s 
& Company merged in 1925, Jesse Isidor 
Straus, head of Macy’s, became involved in 
Atlanta’s civic affairs. 

There are many newspaper articles and 
letters in SHS’s Archives about the merger 
of Macy’s and Davison’s. Most of them deal 
with the details of the merger or with family 
members using their business trips to Atlanta 
as an excuse to visit the Straus family’s 
original American hometown of Talbotton, 
GA. We had no idea that Jesse Isidor Straus 
continued his association with Atlanta on 
anything other than a business venture. Nor 
did we know that Irma Nathan Straus would 
honor his strong ties to GA with the gift of 

several pieces of artwork to the High Museum 
there.

In her letter, Frances Francis enclosed a 
list of the donations made by Straus family 
members to the High Museum of Art. In 
addition to the gifts of Irma Nathan Straus, 
Jesse donated 323 photographs “Early Italian 
Art,” 350 photographs “Italianate Primitive 
Nature,” and a landscape by Victor Dupre 
titled Landscape with Pond. Jesse, Percy and 
Herbert jointly donated a painting by Gerard 
Dou titled Old Lady Reading, a painting 
by William Blake titled Dante’s Inferno 
Illustration – Plate VI and a marble relief 
titled Head of a Young Woman by Erastus 
Dow Palmer. Clearly the Strauses felt a close 
personal relationship with the state of their 
original American home and wanted to make 
several significant gifts to the High Museum 
of Art to honor that relationship. After all 
these years, and so soon after publishing 
Strauses and the Arts with its paragraph 
about Irma’s gifts to the High Museum of Art 
it is wonderful to finally learn why she made 
these gifts.

Thank you to Frances R. Francis, Senior 
Registrar of the High Museum of Art Atlanta 
for taking the time, and having the interest, 
to respond to my original letter, even after 
more than eleven years had passed.  We are 
always pleased to learn something new about 
Straus history and even more pleased to have 
the answer to this puzzling question. I have 
visited the High Museum of Art Atlanta on 
several occasions and have always sought 
out the two or three objects on display. 
The longtime question of why they were 
donated by Irma Nathan Straus was never far 
from my mind. We plan to return to GA in 
November to participate in "Harvest Days in 
Old Talbot" and will schedule a visit to the 
museum to see all of these pieces of art with 
new appreciation.

Madonna and Child with 
Two Angels, ca. 1485

Tempera on panel
Guidoccio Cozzarelli, 

ca. 1450-1516

Bust of a Man 
(Possibly St. Jerome) 1525

Polychromed Wood
Unknown Artist, ca. 1475-1525

Secular Humanist Jewish Circle, March 9, 2018
Tucson Festival of Books, March 10, 2018

On March 9th, from 5 to 7pm, Joan gave a presentation to 
the Secular Humanist Jewish Circle in Tucson, Arizona. The 
event included a brief Shabbat service and potluck dinner. 
Joan spoke about her book, For the Sake of the Children: 
The Letters between Otto Frank and Nathan Straus Jr. The 
presentation was well attended by a very interested group. 
And on Saturday, March 10th, Joan displayed her book at the 
Indie Author Pavilion of the Tucson Festival of Books. 

Presentations
Hadassah Suffolk, April 18, 2018

On Wednesday, April 18th, Joan gave a presentation about her 
book, For the Sake of the Children: The Letters between Otto 
Frank and Nathan Straus Jr. to Hadassah of Suffolk at the 
Greens at Half Hollow as part of their speaker series. More 
than 70 people attended. The audience was attentive and 
interested. Joan was excited to return to the Greens at Half 
Hollow, having given a presentation there to the Men’s Club 
in July of 2015.

Continued on page 12
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Friends of Straus Park
by Al Berr

Photographs by Anne Valley and Joe Arbo

As faithful readers of this page know, every year, in order 
to commemorate the passing of Isidor and Ida Straus on the 
Titanic and the dedication of the park in their memory, Friends 
of Straus Park holds an event near to those anniversaries – 
April 15, 1912 and April 15, 1915.  This year, the event took 
place on Saturday, April 14th.    

We announced it online and on the park’s bulletin board.  It 
was more a display than an event, a display of photographs 
and artifacts pertaining to the park, the Strauses, and RMS 
Titanic.  People of the neighborhood continue to be drawn to 
the photos of the Strauses both as newlyweds and as a mature 
couple.  Also of interest are the photos of the Straus residence, 
a three-story Victorian mansion that faced Broadway, 105th 
Street, and West End Avenue. Those images could not be 
more different from the site’s present look, which is a twelve-
story apartment house built by the realtor who bought the 
property from Isidor and Ida’s children.  The building, called 
the Clebourne, features a spacious lobby, a porte cochere at 
the entrance as evidence of its age, and old-style, bishop’s-
hook street lamps.

The photograph of the April 15, 1915 dedication of the park is 
popular not only because of the hundreds of people gathered 
for that notable event, but also for the distant glimpses in the 
background of the long-ago Broadway neighborhood.   

Also on display, through the courtesy of Ian Robertson, were 
items from his maritime collection, some of them specifically 
about the Titanic. Ian takes every opportunity to appear at our 
events and, on this occasion, in response to questions, he gave 
a brief recounting of the ship’s final hours.    

The event lasted a few hours in early afternoon and, perhaps 
because of the pleasant weather, there were a good number 
of passers-by and visitors during that time.  We were pleased, 
and even more delighted that, by the time we packed up, the 
voluntary collection box was full. We look forward to seeing 
you at our annual all-day event:

Art in the Park
A Celebration of Music, Art, 

Dance and Food
Saturday, September 29, 2018  

As the date approaches, we will confirm it online.    

If past events are any indication, the artists, neighbors and 
members of the city at-large will mingle, share stories, enjoy 
the music and locally produced food items, and buy an 
original work of art from one of our many vendors. Perhaps 
the colorful fall foliage will be in evidence. Certainly the 
gardens will be worthy of a glimpse; - - kept beautiful by our 
resident gardener, Joe Arbo. We look forward to seeing you 
September 29th.

Above: Memory in Straus Park. Photo by Anne Valley
Below: Straus Park Dedication - April 15, 1915

Above: Ian Robertson speaking about Titanic 
Below: Tulips in bloom in the reflecting pool
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Available from the 
Straus Historical Society, Inc.
www.straushistoricalsociety.org/publications

Strauses and the Arts, a collection of articles about family 
members who are artists, patrons of the arts, musicians, 
dancers, or involved in the arts in some other manner. Personal 
interviews with the artists reveal details about their creative 
process and their philosophy of the arts. Images of the artists' 
work are included at the end of each article. Available from the 
SHS website as an eBook ($4.99) or paperback ($25). 

Under Four Administrations: From Cleveland to Taft, the 
autobiography of Oscar S. Straus. This recently re-published 
autobiography includes a new suppliment with articles about 
Oscar S. Straus from past issues of the Society's newsletters 
and new photographs. Hard cover with dust jacket - $40.00

Disease in Milk: The Remedy Pasteurization by Lina Gutherz 
Straus, a loving tribute to the life's work of Nathan Straus, 
greatly expanded in 2016 including the addition of many 
photographs and articles. Hard cover - $40.00

For the Sake of the Children: The Letters Between Otto 
Frank and Nathan Straus Jr. by Joan Adler published in 
2013. When Otto Frank realized he had to get his family out of 
Europe in April, 1941, he wrote to his Heidelberg University 
roommate and lifelong friend Nathan Straus Jr. for help. This 
book describes their struggle to find a way to save the Frank 
family. Hard cover with dust jacket - $30.00

The Autobiography of Isidor Straus privately published by 
Sara Straus Hess in 1955, greatly expanded and updated by 
SHS in 2011, including the addition of many photographs and 
articles. Hard cover with dust jacket- $30.00

The History of the Jews of Otterberg by Dr. Hans Steinebrei, 
translated by Frank and Sue Kahn and Dr. Andreas J. Schwab. 
This publication contains a large section about the Straus family. 
Many photographs complement the text. Published in English 
by the Straus Historical Society, Inc. Hard cover - $35.00  

My Family: I Could Write a Book by Edith Maas Mendel. A 
must read for all those interested in family history. Even if the 
people in this book are not your direct relatives, their appeal is 
universal. My Family is amply enriched with photographs of 
the people and places mentioned. Hard cover - $25.00

Additional items are available for sale on the SHS website. 
www.straushistoricalsociety.org/publications. Contact Joan 
Adler by phone: 631-724-4487  or e.mail: info@straushistory.
org if you have questions about ordering.

The Straus Historical Society collection contains many 
photographs, articles and other items that are also available. 
Contact Joan Adler if you want to learn more about the SHS 
collections or if there is a specific photograph or article you 
wish to purchase.  

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to 
support SHS every time you shop on Amazon -- at absolutely 
no cost to you. You’ll find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.
com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the purchase price to the Straus Historical Society once it is 
designated for this benefit. This money comes from Amazon's 
Foundation and is not added to your purchase price. 

You must first select Straus Historical Society as your 
charitable organization by going to smile.amazon.com. You 
will be prompted to select a charitable organization from 
almost one million eligible organizations. After your selection, 
SHS will continue to automatically receive this added bonus 
for each purchase at no cost to you. After you register, you 
simply sign onto smile.amazon.com every time you shop in 
order for SHS to receive this benefit. 

We've received several donation checks from AmazonSmile! 
Keep on shopping!

Presentations - continued from page 10
Upcoming Event - Georgia, November 3-4, 2018

Joan Adler, Catherine Smith and Marissa Pelliccia will be 
travelling to Georgia for the "Harvest Days in Old Talbot" 
weekend which will be the tenth annual harvest weekend 
hosted by Michael H. and Debbie G. Buckner of the Patsiliga 
Museum in Junction City, GA.

Joan and Catherine will set up photographs, books and other 
informational materials in the dining room of Mike & Debbie's 
lovely antebellum home. We are thrilled to be returning to GA 
and hope you plan to visit as well. 

Saturday and Sunday, November 3rd & 4th 
from 10 am – 5 pm 

 780 Fielder’s Mill Road, Junction City, GA 31812

The Lazarus Straus Family Collection 
is now online!

It can be viewed on the SHS website:
www.straushistoricalsociey.pastperfectonline.com

Locating objects and records in our collections can be 
accomplished through the search engine or by browsing the 
entire set of online collections. 


